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From The Rectory 
I think I may come from a long line of accomplished worriers. Some of my family have made worry 
into an art form. My great Aunt Ann – Aunty Nan, we called her – seemed to have a “worry drawer” 
in her little flat. She filled it with news clippings of things to worry about. There was the woman who 
was knocked over by a bus when buying fish in Swansea. Did she have her hood up and therefore 
didn’t see the bus as she stepped out into the road? It became a cautionary tale for our family. None 
of us ever got our fish in Swansea. Another relative of mine once told us she was worried about the 
fact that she didn’t seem to have anything to worry about. 
 
On average we must be one of the most comfortable and secure generations ever to have lived, but 
perhaps we are also one of the most anxious. The 24-hour news on our smart phones probably 
doesn’t help.  
 

Jesus famously addressed this question of worry or 
anxiety in his Sermon on the Mount. He is speaking 
to his disciples, with the crowd listening in, about the 
blessed life of the Kingdom of God – life as it is 
meant to be lived, according to the Maker’s 
instructions. He urges his disciples to actually think 
and live like Christians, not like the Gentile nations 
nor like religious hypocrites. What Jesus has to say 
about worry (Matthew 6:25-end) comes shortly after 
his teaching about prayer (6:5-15), and unsurprisingly 
the two subjects are related. The Christian life and 
faith are a package. The Christian believer has a 
loving heavenly Father who sees and knows our 
needs. He is willing and able to give good gifts to his 
children. And our awareness of him should make all 

the difference. Jesus gives us a vision for the Kingdom of God which raises our eyes from the 
concerns of this present age to eternity, and beyond ourselves to God and his purposes for the 
church and for all creation. His people are to lay up for themselves treasures in heaven where moth 
and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal (6:19-21). This life will always be 
somewhat uncertain. But Jesus’ disciples can build their lives on the solid rock of Jesus by putting 
his words into practice. Terrible storms may still come, but the life built on Jesus will stand (7:24-27). 
 
When it comes to worry specifically, Jesus would have us learn from the birds of the air and the lilies 
of the field. The birds do not sow or reap or store stuff away in barns, but God feeds them. The 
flowers do not labour or spin, but who is dressed more splendidly? 
 
Jesus argues that worry is unnecessary. The Chirstian can trust God. Worry is also pointless. Jesus 
asks: who of you, by worrying, can add an inch to his height or a minute to his life (cf. 6:27)? In fact, 
anxiety is likely to be counterproductive. It may well shorten our lives.  
 
No, instead we are to seek first the Kingdom of God and trust God to get us safely to heaven.  
 
All this doesn’t mean we should be irresponsible or fail to plan for the future or seek to provide for 
our families. Other passages of Scripture address these things. But Jesus concludes here perhaps 
rather grimly, maybe with a smile: “Do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own.” Jesus wants us to trust God afresh each day for our daily 
bread – not to hope that God will give us a life time’s supply of bread today that we can hoard for 
ever. Even if we had all the money in the world “safely” in the best bank, much about the future 
would be uncertain. Jesus tells his people they can expect their fair share of trouble. But also that 
their Creator, who made and rules all things, cares for them like the perfect all-knowing, all-wise, 
infinitely loving and powerful Father that he is. 
 
I’m still not sure about shopping for fish in Swansea in the rain, but I hope what Jesus has to say 
here about the ever-relevant subject of anxiety might make us think about whether we dare to trust 
everything to him. His death and resurrection should give us good reasons to do so. 
 
A very happy Easter to you all!         The Rev’d Canon Marc Lloyd 
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WARBLETON HOUSING
ASSOCIATION LTD

SENIOR LIVING AT RUSHLAKE GREEN
Single and Double occupancy Flats

for local independent Senior Aged persons.

For details and application form 
Please look at our website:

www.osbornehouserushlakegreen.co.uk

THE STORES
RUSHLAKE GREEN

Grocery & Provisions
Full Off Licence & Post Office

Phone 01435 830381
Regular Deliveries and Personal Attention

THE DUNN VILLAGE HALL
RUSHLAKE GREEN

A central and convenient venue
for functions of all types.

Well equipped, clean and bright.

Call Denise Bailey 01435 831565
or

Nick Morgan 01435 831565

                   A – Z  REPAIRS   

 
                          (est.1990)         

 

           NO CALL OUT CHARGE  

 

COLIN PEPPER  
 

Tel: 01435 863833 

 

Mobile:07771 646 249 

 

Repairs to all makes of washing machines 

dishwashers, electric cookers, tumble dryers etc.  

Parts supplied and fitted guaranteed for one year 

 

 

    

A – Z  REPAIRS
(est. 1990)

Repairs to all makes of washing machines
dishwashers, electric cookers, tumble dryers etc. 
Parts supplied and fitted guaranteed for one year

COLIN PEPPER 
Tel: 01435 863833 • Mobile:07771 646 249

NO CALL 

OUT CHARGE 

R.J.G. Services LTD
Bulk Earthworks – ponds, lakes, 
reservoirs etc
Land Clearance – including tree shear and 
flail cutting attachments
Plant Hire – 14 ton operated only
Groundworks – footings, drainage,  
concreting, septic tanks etc

Hailsham, East Sussex 
rossgardiner1982@outlook.com 
www.rjgservices.co.uk 
Ross Gardiner 07764 219341
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70 High Street, Heathfield. TN21 8JD 

01435 864233 
heathfield@rowlandgorringe.co.uk 

Sales and Rentals 

Your Local Estate Agents 

R.J.G. Services LTD
Bulk Earthworks – ponds, lakes, 
reservoirs etc
Land Clearance – including tree shear and 
flail cutting attachments
Plant Hire – 14 ton operated only
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Warbleton Parish Church Diary  
 

Sanctuary Guild  
                                                  Flower Arrangers and Brass Cleaners  
All the members of the Guild will decorate the church and maintain the decorations on the 4th and 
11th. Liz Christeson & Kelly Allen will then take over on the 18th & 25th. 

  

Good Book Club  
We will meet on Tuesdays the 14th & 28th at White Birch Farm at 7.00pm for 7.30pm. We will 
continue our studies in 1 Samuel all welcome normally we meet at White Birch Farm at 7.00 for 
7.30pm 
                                                   Little Warblers Toddlers’ Group 
Little Warblers is a group for adults with preschool children which meet in the Church Rooms on 
Tuesday mornings during term time from 9.15-10.45. We welcome you to join us and follow the 
school term dates. . For more information please go to the Little Warblers Toddler group page on 
Facebook or email littlewarblers@warbletonchurch.org .  
                                                         
                                                                 WarbleArt 
We continue to meet on Wednesdays in the Warbleton Church Rooms from 10.00 am to 12 noon. 
Please contact Gail Welford on 01435 812514 or gwelford51@gmail.com   
 
                                                              WarbleSingers    
 We are now meeting every  week on Mondays at 7.15 pm for 7.30pm to 8.30pm. Dates for April are 
the 13th, 20th & 27th. New members are always welcome. Contact Gail on:                                
                         gwelford51@gmail.com or 01435 812514, if you are interested.                                                                                
 
                                                        Warbleton Weeders 
We meet (weather permitting) once a month on a Wednesday morning at 9.30am for a couple of 
hours. Help would be very much appreciated with pruning, sweeping and other light jobs as you feel 
able. To find out which day we will meet please contact Judith on judithmhemsley@btinternet.com. 
or look in the weekly news bulletin.  

       

 Easter Lilies  
The absence of flowers for the few weeks of Lent serves to emphasise the splash of springtime  
colour at Easter, the return of resurrection life - which brings me to the subject of lilies which we 
always like to use when decorating for the Easter Festival. In the past people have liked the idea of 
giving a lily in memory of a loved one at Easter.  It would be good to carry on this tradition this and 
every year. 
 
If this idea appeals to you, please get in touch with me (01435 830204) or hand your donation for 
the lily to any of the other flower arrangers or brass cleaners whom you may know. 
                                                                                                                           Helen Bowern 

Easter Egg Hunt 

This wonderful annual event will be held on Saturday 4th of April at Warbleton Church. 

For further information turn to page 9  
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If you would like to 

advertise here, 

please email us on

contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

WESTMINSTER LAW

Leading the way in providing an 
AFFORDABLE PROFESSIONAL service

Wills ~ Estate Planning ~ Probate

If you are over 60 it will only cost you £95* to
make or update your Will.

We are also Lasting Power of Attorney Specialists - 
only £120* each LPA if instructed during the Will

appointment.
free *  

Call us now for a no obligation chat
323 679411

SSuusssseexx  bbrraanncchh  email: ngg@westminster-law.co.uk
wwwwww..wweessttmmiinnsstteerr--llaaww..ccoo..uukk  

*These very special rates are only available if you are over 60 years old.  Our normal price for a 
standard single Will is £16600, or £227700 for a couple.  Minimum spend for a free home visit is £995. 
OOffffiiccee  ooff  tthhee  PPuubblliicc  GGuuaarrddiiaann  ((OOPPGG))  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  ffeeee,,  wwhheenn  aapppplliiccaabbllee,,  iiss  nnoott  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthheessee  pprriicceess..

WWeessttmmiinnsstteerr  LLaaww  EEaassttbboouurrnnee  LLttdd..  RReegg..  OOffffiiccee::  WWeelllleesslleeyy  HHoouussee,,  220044  LLoonnddoonn  RRooaadd,,  WWaatteerrlloooovviillllee  PPOO77  77AANN..

A5 a22/05/2024   1 24/01/2023   16:15:4324/01/2023   16:15:43

 

 Mission Support for April  
                                                                                                                                       

Ken and Sue Vissers, Latin American and IAWAH  Adventure Camp Canada 
 
A recent prayer letter from Ken and Sue reminds us that exactly thirty years ago they 
joined Latin American Mission. After studying missiology at All Nations Christian College 
they went out to Costa Rica, then served many years in a number of countries before     
returning home to Canada to complete their children’s education.  Readers may remember 
that Sue still works for LAM as ‘member care’ partner caring for the well being of partners 
and their families working in  various South American countries.  She is able to keep in 
contact with them digitally, encouraging, counselling and supporting, a challenging task but 
so vital since many are working in very tough places.   
 
Ken is now director of a big Christian Adventure camp for young people which also offers 
training in Christian leadership.  His link with LAM is still maintained when groups of  
youngsters go out to Latin America for short periods to help in specific projects. 
 
To enable us to pray more definitely Sue has sent a list of some of the upcoming Member 
Care events this year: 
 
• Orientation for new missionaries, twice monthly meetings. 
• Workshops:  Third Culture Kids - for school -age missionary youngsters. 
• Parenting Q&A - a workshop for parenting while also in ministry. 
• Self-care - a useful reminder for those in ministry who face huge demands on their 

time Rest - a workshop which focuses on different types of rest and recharging. 
• Prayer meetings for all mission partners run monthly. 
 
Sue herself often travels out to South America to meet with partners in the field.  Recently I 
met up with her when she was over here for her father Ken Barham’s 90th birthday.  She 
has asked us to pray especially for her upcoming visit to Honduras, that she may have 
time to listen and encourage, that all the arrangements will work out and that she may   
travel safely in difficult  circumstances.  An example of the visits Sue will be making with a 
small team is to see Benjamin and Isabel;  they run a small but thriving seminary in Puerto 
Lempira, an isolated community on the north coast accessible only by air. What an         
encouragement this visit will be to them and the local church there! 
 
Sue’s letter contains more information than can be recorded here.  If anyone would like a 
copy of her email, do ask me and please pray for her and Ken this month.                                                                                                        
 

Helen Bowern  

Warbleton and District History Group 
 

Sally Dickinson was the speaker at our March meeting, and she spoke of the history and 
restoration of the Windmill Hill windmill. The mill is very tall, I think the tallest in Sussex 
and second tallest in the country. It is a post mill, which means it rotates on a 2-ton central 
post to face into the wind, a job the miller did manually but now done by a special device at 
the bottom of the access ladder. Built in the 1700s it had a varied history until c 1914, after 
which it gradually deteriorated until the 1990s when the mill trust was formed and the long 
and expensive restoration process started, aided by two large National Lottery grants. The 
mill now produces flour, and is open at various dates during the year, usually Sundays and 
Bank Holidays. 
 
April 13th is our AGM, followed by a talk from Ian Everest on Newhaven Fort – Then and 
Now. We meet at 7.30pm for 8pm start in the Dunn Village Hall, Rushlake Green.          
Refreshments are served prior to the meeting  
                                                                                                                         Jonathan Austin 
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small team is to see Benjamin and Isabel;  they run a small but thriving seminary in Puerto 
Lempira, an isolated community on the north coast accessible only by air. What an         
encouragement this visit will be to them and the local church there! 
 
Sue’s letter contains more information than can be recorded here.  If anyone would like a 
copy of her email, do ask me and please pray for her and Ken this month.                                                                                                        
 

Helen Bowern  

Warbleton and District History Group 
 

Sally Dickinson was the speaker at our March meeting, and she spoke of the history and 
restoration of the Windmill Hill windmill. The mill is very tall, I think the tallest in Sussex 
and second tallest in the country. It is a post mill, which means it rotates on a 2-ton central 
post to face into the wind, a job the miller did manually but now done by a special device at 
the bottom of the access ladder. Built in the 1700s it had a varied history until c 1914, after 
which it gradually deteriorated until the 1990s when the mill trust was formed and the long 
and expensive restoration process started, aided by two large National Lottery grants. The 
mill now produces flour, and is open at various dates during the year, usually Sundays and 
Bank Holidays. 
 
April 13th is our AGM, followed by a talk from Ian Everest on Newhaven Fort – Then and 
Now. We meet at 7.30pm for 8pm start in the Dunn Village Hall, Rushlake Green.          
Refreshments are served prior to the meeting  
                                                                                                                         Jonathan Austin 
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NEW & USED CAR SALES SERVICE & REPAIRS

WINDMILL HILL GARAGE
B.P. & N.K. RODEMARK

WINDMILL HILL
NR. HAILSHAM BN27 4RX

Tel: Herstmonceux 833311

 

 

 
 

Rushlake Green’s own Amateur Dramatic Society. 
 

PLAYS - MUSICALS – THEATRE SUPPERS 
 

For further information please access our website: 
www.villageplayersrushlakegreen.co.uk 

          or contact Anita Gunn on 01435 873226 

& Accessories Ltd  

Express Car 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                                                       
                                         
 

A delightful village school offering a nurturing learning environment 
for children aged between 2-11 years old. We offer a caring family 

ethos with a rich variety of learning opportunities. 
 

Our aim is for children to achieve highly as individuals, 
whilst receiving the shared expertise from working 

in federation with Dallington School. 
 

In partnership, we learn and grow together 
 

For further information please visit 
www.punnettstown.e-sussex.sch.uk or telephone 01435 830361 

 

  

 

 
 
2 Beautiful Holiday Cottages in the Sussex Countryside 
Shorthorn Cottage sleeps up to 7 
Friesian Cottage sleeps up to 4 (plus 2 on sofa bed) 
 

Beestonscottages.co.uk 
Georgina.cleverley@virgin.net  07712593600 

Gina and Chris Cleverley       
Vines Cross  

TN21 9HB 
 

gcleverley@outlook.com        07712 593600

'Punnetts Town
Community

Primary and Nursery
School'

All Aspects of Tree Surgery and Felling.
Also, Stamp Grinding and Fencing.

Fully qualified with over 40 years experience
£10 million public liability insurance.

Tel: 01323 442121 or 07795 438916
www.michaelsalvage.co.uk

C E D A R  &  C Y P R E S S

All aspects of tree surgery.  Felling, stump grinding & hedge trimming.

Public liability insurance / Registered Waste Carrier.  All work conducted to BS3998 standard

TREE SERVICES

Joel Andrews
T: 01323 920044 / M: 07502 387535

cedarcypresstrees@gmail.com

 Nusrat Ghani MP champions Rushlake Green 
Village Store to win a Rural Oscar 

 
Nusrat Ghani, MP for Sussex Weald, is delighted to announce that Rushlake Green Village 
Stores is a South East of England finalist in the Countryside Alliance Awards Village Shop/
Post Office category. 

The Countryside Alliance’s annual celebration and recognition of British food & farming, enter-
prise, heritage and community life is now into its nineteenth year. The Rural Oscars are driven 
by public nomination, offering customers the chance to decide which favourite businesses are 
worthy of national acclaim. Every year,  thousands of nominations are received, showcasing 
the passion, dedication, and impact of rural businesses across the UK. 

Sussex Weald has a strong history of participating in the Awards, with South   Brockwells 
Farm in Little Horsted and Smiles Sensory and Family Farm in Eridge previously being 
crowned winners of the Rural Enterprise category in 2023 and 2024. 

This year, the fantastic Rushlake Green Village Stores is the South East of England finalist in 
the Village Shop/Post Office category. 

Judging will now continue via a public vote, which is now open and closes on Monday 6 April.  

 



9

 Nusrat Ghani MP champions Rushlake Green 
Village Store to win a Rural Oscar 

 
Nusrat Ghani, MP for Sussex Weald, is delighted to announce that Rushlake Green Village 
Stores is a South East of England finalist in the Countryside Alliance Awards Village Shop/
Post Office category. 

The Countryside Alliance’s annual celebration and recognition of British food & farming, enter-
prise, heritage and community life is now into its nineteenth year. The Rural Oscars are driven 
by public nomination, offering customers the chance to decide which favourite businesses are 
worthy of national acclaim. Every year,  thousands of nominations are received, showcasing 
the passion, dedication, and impact of rural businesses across the UK. 

Sussex Weald has a strong history of participating in the Awards, with South   Brockwells 
Farm in Little Horsted and Smiles Sensory and Family Farm in Eridge previously being 
crowned winners of the Rural Enterprise category in 2023 and 2024. 

This year, the fantastic Rushlake Green Village Stores is the South East of England finalist in 
the Village Shop/Post Office category. 

Judging will now continue via a public vote, which is now open and closes on Monday 6 April.  

 



10

WILL WRITING
SERVICE
Usual fee per Will
£225 plus VAT

     Free Wills Brochure
Available on request

(Lasting Powers of Attorney £470 + VAT)

Tel: (01323) 766370

Barry & Co Solicitors
Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay,
East Sussex, BN24 6EE

HOLLYWOOD TREE
SURGERY

N.P.T.C. Qualified For All Private and 
Commercial Tree Work

FELLING
SHAPING
PRUNING

CROWN REDUCTION & LIFTING
STUMP REMOVAL
SHRUB PRUNING

HEDGE TRIMMING
PUBLIC LIABILITY COVER

TEL: 01323 831 777
MOB: 07730 013 683

The Oast House, Hole farm, Bodle Street Green, 
Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 4QJ

E-Mail Hollywood 264@googlemail.com

A. J. KING
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

GRASS & HEDGE CUTTING
FENCING & PAVING

EXTERNAL PAINTING

TELEPHONE
01323 831599

All aspects of TV, Aerial and Satellite work
Telephone/Broadband/WiFi

Local engineer with 25 years experience
Regulated,Guaranteed and Insured

Call Steve on
 01435 205220
07968 345409

All enquiries welcome and calls returned promptly

 

COFFEE AND COMPANY 
 

Thursday 21 May, 10.00-12,00, Osborne House Rushlake Green 
 
Date for your diary. Please come and 
support, by bringing your own surplus 
plants (or raising some specifically for 
the sale), buying ours, meeting 
friends, drinking coffee, etc 
All proceeds to be donated to The 
Gardening With Disabilities Trust - an 
excellent locally based charity that does 
what it says on the tin. Read more 
about what their clients say here: https://
www.gardeningwithdisabilitiestrust.org.uk/
services/case-studies/ 
 

Last Autumn I potted up all the geraniums that beautified the Stores flower beds on 
Rushlake Green during the summer - they would only get thrown away, so many 
thanks to Paul Huntley for letting me have them - and they seem to have done well. 
So please do consider taking home a little bit of Rushlake Green colour to brighten 
up your summer pots. 
 
Look forward to seeing you there. 
Julia Padbury 
chrisandjoolz@gmail.com or telephone 01435 831191 
 



11

 

COFFEE AND COMPANY 
 

Thursday 21 May, 10.00-12,00, Osborne House Rushlake Green 
 
Date for your diary. Please come and 
support, by bringing your own surplus 
plants (or raising some specifically for 
the sale), buying ours, meeting 
friends, drinking coffee, etc 
All proceeds to be donated to The 
Gardening With Disabilities Trust - an 
excellent locally based charity that does 
what it says on the tin. Read more 
about what their clients say here: https://
www.gardeningwithdisabilitiestrust.org.uk/
services/case-studies/ 
 

Last Autumn I potted up all the geraniums that beautified the Stores flower beds on 
Rushlake Green during the summer - they would only get thrown away, so many 
thanks to Paul Huntley for letting me have them - and they seem to have done well. 
So please do consider taking home a little bit of Rushlake Green colour to brighten 
up your summer pots. 
 
Look forward to seeing you there. 
Julia Padbury 
chrisandjoolz@gmail.com or telephone 01435 831191 
 



12

If you would like to 

advertise here, 

please email us on

contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

SPECIALISTS IN
Loft Conversions, Cut &
Pitch Roofs, Timber Framed
Building & Extensions.

Purpose made Joinery, Staircases, 
Windows, Doors.

Handmade and painted Kitchens
& Bedroom Furniture fully
fitted or supply only.

We are a local firm who
pride ourselves on a high
standard of work.

Call Brendan to discuss your needs.
07708 012081

No job too small – Free Estimates – Fully insured. Will always leave work place clean and tidy

The White Horse Inn

Newly Refurbished
& Reopened

Monthly Quiz Nights - Regular Live Music
Sunday Roasts - Family & Dog Friendly

Home Cooked Food & Fresh Ground Coffee

01323 833243
Bodle Street Green - BN27 4RB whitehorsebsg.co.uk

Open Weds-Sat 12-10 - Sunday 12-6
Food Served all day 12-8pm

Sundays 12-4pm

The Good 
Beer Guide!

We’re in

BRENDAN HOBDEN
CARPENTRY CONTRACTOR

Bodle Street Green - BN27 4RE

 

Henry Grant – Warbleton clockmaker and watchmaker.  
 
Henry Grant (1812-1893) was the second son of Henry Grant (1780 -1822) and Sarah Funnell 
(1786-1855), both from Brightling. 
 
At the age of 25 he married Ann Collins (1818-1890) from Barming Maidstone, Kent on the     
7th February 1837 in Dallington.  
 
 They lived in the Warbleton area all their married life. Listed as a clockmaker in the 1841 cen-

sus , they were in ‘Bunces’ in Rookery Lane .In 1851, as a clockmak-
er, they were at the ‘Stream’ off Bodle Street Road and Back Lane, in 
Rushlake Green. In 1861, as a ‘clockmaker master’, he moved into a 
house, rented from the Dunn family estate in the centre of Rushlake 
Green, opposite the Village Hall. It was just a numbered house in the 
1861, 1871, 1881 and 1891      surveys. Sometime after Henry’s death  
in 1893, William (1860 - 1940)and Elizabeth Oxley (1863- 1941), who 
ran ‘Oxley’  grocers and     drapers, in what is now called ‘The Bakery’,  
moved to Henry’s old premises where they expanded their shop  and 
in 1921 they  named the house ‘The Grantees’ after Henry Grant. The 
Oxleys’ bought ‘The Grantees’ from the Dunns’ in 1931. 
 
Henry and Ann Grant had 10 children and the four sons all became  
watchmakers/clockmakers. In 1861 Henry Grant declared himself to 
be a  Master Clockmaker, which indicates that all his sons became his 

apprentices. Three of the sons ended up living in the Cade Street /Punnetts Town area. The 
eldest son emigrated to Connecticut USA with his wife and children. 
 
It is not known where Henry Grant (1812-1893) learnt his watchmaking trade, his father        
became a turner by profession. However, one of his uncles and two of his cousins were   
watchmakers, so there must have been skilled workmen around this area.  
 
Both Henry and Ann Grant are buried in Warbleton Churchyard, as are three of their children, 
John Grant,(1932), Ruth Grant, (1896) and Ellen Grant (1898). If anyone finds their tombstones 
do let me know, as I have been unable to find them.  
 

Diana Paterson-Fox ,The Grantees, Rushlake Green  
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  Warbleton Parish Church 

 
Thursday 2nd            11.00 am          United Benefice Maundy Thursday Holy Communion  
          At St John’s Bodle Street 
 
Good Friday 3rd            3.00 pm         An Hour at The Cross         
 
Sunday 5th                  11.00 am        Easter Sunday Family Communion service 
 
Sunday 12th                11.00 am        Morning Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 19th                11.00 am         Holy Communion and Sunday Club 
 
Sunday 26th                     11.00 am           Holy Communion and Sunday Club, 
                                                    followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
May 
 
Sunday 3rd                  11.00 am         All age Family Service 

 

SERVICES IN April 2026 

   St John’s, Bodle Street Green 

                                                 St Giles Dallington 
   
Thursday 2nd               11.00 am        United Benefice Maundy Thursday Holy Communion  
                                                            at St John’s Bodle Street 
 
Friday  3rd                    12 noon           An Hour before the Cross 
 
Sunday  5th                 11.00 am         Easter Celebration of hymns and readings,  
     6.30 pm      Holy Communion for Easter Sunday 
 
Sunday 12th                  6.30 pm         Evensong 
 
Sunday  19th               11.00 am         Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 26th                  9.30 am         Holy Communion  
 

Thursday  2nd                   7.30 pm.  Joint Benefice Service of Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday 
                                                   followed by coffee & Hot Cross buns 
 
Friday 3rd                        10.00 am.  An Hour at the Cross. Readings and prayers for Good Friday. 
 
Sunday 5th                        9.30 am.  Family Service with Holy Communion for Easter Day. 
                                                  followed  by children’s Easter Egg hunt in the churchyard 
 
Sunday 12th                      9.30 am.  All-Age Family Service. 
 
Sunday 19th                      9.30 am.  Morning Worship with Holy Communion. 
 
Sunday 26th                      9.30 am.  Morning Prayer. 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  May 2026 Magazine 
 

Please send your magazine articles, notices and any other contributions  
by 7th Apri 2026 

 to  Simon Cowley, Tel: 01435 812040 
 

 e-mail: Warbleton.mag@gmail.com  
 

  We welcome new contributors, particularly from local clubs and societies.   

 

 

 

Three Villages 
Calendar for April 2026 

 
Thursday 2nd            Coffee & Company at Osborne House                    10.00am to 12 noon 
 
Saturday 4th             Easter Eggstravaganza at Warbleton Church                             2.00pm 
 
Thursday 9th            Coffee & Company at Osborne House                     10.00am to 12 noon 
 
Monday 13th             Warbleton & District History Group 
    At The Dunn village Hall                                            7.00pm for 8.00pm 
 
Thursday 16th         Coffee & Company at Osborne House                     10.00am to 12 noon 
 
Thursday 16th         Warbleton Annual Parish Assembly 
                          At Bodle Street Green Village Hall                                             7.15 pm 
 
Monday 20th            Villages Lunch Club                                                        
           at Bodle Street Green Village Hall                                 11.30 to 2.30pm  
 
Thursday 23rd          Coffee & Company at Osborne House                     10.00am to 12 noon 
 
Thursday 30th          Coffee & Company at Osborne House                     10.00am to 12 noon 

 

 
 
 

SUSSEX GOSPEL PARTNERSHIP - sussexgospelpartnership.org.uk - Training Leaders. 
Strengthening Churches. Advancing the Gospel. Courses, Events, Resources. Find out 
more about The Ministry Training Course - runs Sept 2026 onwards Tuesdays in term 
time in Cuckfield OR one Saturday morning a month in Eastbourne 

Bible by the Beach –    Eastbourne – 
1-4 May – Commending Christ in a 
Changing world: encouraging talks 
& seminars, lively & contemporary 
sung worship, equipping all ages to 
live wholeheartedly for Jesus – info 
& bookings:  
biblebythebeach.org 
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Providing professional bookkeeping for you or your business 

Bookkeeping Services 
Specialising in Xero and QuickBooks 

https://www.trentinofinancial.com 

Email: support@trentinofinancial.com 

• Initial Consultation (Free) 
• Day to Day Bookkeeping 
• Bank Reconciliation 
 
• Management Accounts 
• Fixed Asset Management 
• MTD preparation for tax returns 

• Budgets 
• Credit Control 
• Cashflow 
• VAT 
 

We can work alongside your existing accountant providing all necessary 
information to support the completion of your bookkeeping and statutory 
requirements. 

We work with all types of business from hospitality, retail, insurance, cor-
porate events, to garden designers. 

Tel: 07766 136756 

Serving Rushlake Green and surrounding areas 

APC	Care	Eastbourne	&	Wealden 	
Is a Home Care Provider dedicated to delivering the highest standards of 
professional domiciliary care and support to those who choose to continue living in 
their own home. 

We are based in Herstmonceux, covering areas: Windmill Hill, Hailsham, Heathfield, 
Polegate, Eastbourne. 

Telephone:	01323	849	019	or	email:	info@apc-wealden.co.uk	
West	End	(Former	Doctors	Surgery),	Herstmonceux,	East	Sussex	BN27	4NN		
	

batchellermonkhouse.com
Offices in Battle, Haywards Heath, Pulborough & Tunbridge Wells

No-one knows the 
local property market 
better than us!

Sales

Matthew Braxton 
T: 01424 775577
E: m.braxton@batchellermonkhouse.com

Lettings

Lucie Allan
T: 01424 236145
E: l.allan@batchellermonkhouse.com

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

 
 
 

 
 

Friday 3rd        12 noon     An Hour before the Cross 
 
Sunday 5th       11.00 am  Easter Celebration of hymns and  
                            readings                                                         
             6.30 pm Holy Communion for Easter Sunday                                                  
 
Sunday 12th        6.30 pm   Evensong 
 
Sunday  19th     11.00 am    Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 26th        9.30 am    Holy Communion  
 
 
On Saturday 4th it will be all hands on deck as the church is decorated with flowers to celebrate 
Easter. Flower- arranging skills are not necessary, do come and spend a very happy hour or so. 
From 10.30am. 
 
Easter Lilies in remembrance of loved ones. 
This year, as usual, there will be lilies in the church in memory of loved ones and their names will be 
read out at the service on Easter Sunday. The cost for a lily is £5 but there is no need  to pay 
individually for each person you wish to remember. There will be a list on the table at the back of the 
church so do please add your request and then give £5 to Bobbi. Then, even if you are not able to 
attend the service you will know that the names of those  whom you have lost will be remembered. 
                                                                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

St. Giles Church, Dallington 
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St. Giles Church, Dallington 
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Visit Us and
Enjoy the Experience

• Colourful Bedding Plants
• Unique Shrubs & Trees

• Soft Fruit - Vegetable Plants
• Roses - Climbers - Perennials
• Garden Sundries - Tools etc

Inspiration/Advice
Rest A While in our Coffee Shop
Light Lunch • Homemade Cakes
Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

www.petalsforplants.co.uk
Burwash Road, Broad Oak, Heathfield TN21 8XG

 01435 884111

For Plants

P

e

t

a

l

s
Y O U R  L O C A L ,  

I N D E P E N D E N T ,
F E M A L E  O W N E D  &  L E D ,  

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R .  

          01435 408650 (24 hours)
      www.whitefeatherfunerals.com

                                   5 STAR REVIEWS *****

“What a fantastic lady. Put me at ease from the
beginning, when I had no clue what to do.

Recommend always”.  Mrs E Digweed.

 
THE PERSONAL TOUCH

At White Feather, you will only ever have one point of  
contact. Lucy will bring your loved one into her care;  
look after them at her Heathfield premises; guide you

through the arrangements and be your funeral 
director on the day. 

Providing a familiar face every step of the way.

T H E  B A R N ,  S T A T I O N  A P P R O A C H ,
H E A T H F I E L D ,  T N 2 1  8 L G .

S.B.G ComputersS.B.G Computers  of East Sussex  of East Sussex    

A FAMILY BUSINESS EST.1999  
SUPPORTING AND SERVICING  ALL YOUR PC NEEDS 

 Repairs            Servicing               Upgrades            Custom-built PC’s & laptops  

 Broadband set-up               Wi-Fi          Networking                Mac repair    

 iPad/iPod/iPhone repair         Virus removal/protection       Personal tuition 

 Data recovery/ back-up         No call-out fee          Free telephone advice 

www.sbg-computers.co.uk  

01435 863316 
01323 887997 

Call any time for a prompt friendly 
service 









Tailored packages from £30 per visit.

Services can include:
• Cleaning & washing headstones (+ pots, vases etc).
• Grass trimming & weeding.
• Removing debris & placing new flowers.
• Special occasion visits (birthdays, anniversaries etc).
• Provide before and after photos.

EMAIL: THYMEANDMEMORIALS@PROTON.ME

 

 

 
 

St John the Evangelist 
Bodle Street Green 
 

 

Miracles 
 

“I believe in miracles,” not sung by an evangelical choir, but by Hot Chocolate in the 1980s, and the 
next line is less inspirational. “Where you from. You sexy thing, You.” (Now I can’t get that jingle out of 
my head!) We use the term loosely, as in “it’s a miracle I’m still alive.” But do I believe in real miracles? 
We live in a sceptical and scientific age and are more comfortable with the idea that everything that 
happens has a rational explanation, whereas a miracle, by definition, can’t be rationally explained,   
being “a marvellous event exceeding the known powers of nature.” We are heirs of the Enlightenment 
and many would agree with the atheist Thomas Paine, who wrote, “All the tales of miracles, with which 
the Old and New Testament are filled, are fit only for imposters to preach and fools to believe.” 
 
The first part of that harsh statement is certainly true, the Old and New Testaments are full of miracles 
and, as Christians, we need to believe in them. And, officially, miracles are still happening. To become 
a Catholic saint at least two miracles have to be confirmed by the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints. Miracle cures were recorded after prayers to Saint Carlo Acutis, for instance, before he was 
named a saint in 2025. 
 
The medieval church had absolutely no problem with miracles. Miracles were expected. Perhaps when 
they are expected they happen more often. After the martyrdom of Thomas Becket in 1170, pilgrims 
were soon flocking to visit his tomb and to receive a mixture of blood and water (highly diluted, I am 
sure, like homeopathy). This blood and water mixture could literally work miracles. A Canterbury monk, 
Benedict of Peterborough (named because he later became abbot of Peterborough) set about         
recording all the miracles, complaining that he couldn’t write fast enough to keep up. He stopped after 
recording 275 miracles. The task was continued by another monk, William of Canterbury, who         
recorded a total of 425. Benedict’s work was the more popular, at least twenty copies survive in       
libraries throughout Europe. In contrast there are only two copies of the 425 miracle list. A surfeit of 
miracles perhaps. 
 
We don’t have to read a Latin manuscript or even an English translation, we can visit Canterbury     
cathedral and see a selection of Becket’s miracles in wonderful stained glass. The Miracle Windows – 
is it a miracle they have survived? – show the Saint at work. Each scene has a short inscription in    
Latin, which can then be referred back to the full story in Benedict or William. The range of illnesses 
cured is wide, including dropsy, leprosy, lameness, blindness and castration, and on the point of death. 
Goditha of Hayes was dropsical. Ralph of Longueville was a leper. The two sisters of Boxley were 
lame and needed crutches until cured. Hugh, a monk of Jervaulx, was near death. It was poor Eilward 
of Westoning who was blinded and castrated as punishment for the theft of goods worth one penny. 
We live in a different world! The blinding and castrating is shown in bright stained glass, as is the cure, 
a touch from Becket’s crosier, and Benedict provides the fuller account. Eilward’s sight was restored 
first. “He then left and took up the journey to Thomas, the author of his salvation. Wherever he went, a 
great multitude of the people followed him, for his fame preceded him and roused everyone to meet 
him. Whatever gifts were given to him, he distributed to the poor for the love of the martyr. When he 
had gone about four miles, he put his hand down to scratch an itch on the scrotum of his testicles, and 
he discovered that his members had also been restored to him. They were very small, but they grew 
bigger, and he did not deny those who wished to feel them.” This wasn’t a miracle that was taken on 
trust, it was one that was seen and felt to be believed, and famous. 
 
Miracles may seem out of step with our world today. But there is one miracle we must believe in, the 
miracle of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Day.     
 

Charles Harding     
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ATTWOOD
MOTOR SERVICES

CAR REPAIRS,
SERVICING FULL OR PART, 

TYRES,EXHAUSTS,BATTERIES,
MOT PREPARATION,

VEHICLE COLLECTION
FREE QUOTES,CHEAP LABOUR RATES

RING BILLY
07801563009/01323 833893

ATTWOOD FARM,
BODLE STREET GREEN
ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WORK SATURDAYS
billinghurst.b@yahoo.com

We are a small family run business based in East 
Sussex with 18 plus years of experience. We are 
passionate about providing a personal service 
where you are always in control.

For a free quotation and friendly advice please do 
not hesitate to contact us on the details below:

Mobile: 07912 215199 • Telephone: 01323 833979
Email: gildridgefencing@gmail.com • Website: www.gildridgefencing.com

ABOUT US
We offer a range of services corss Sussex and Kent 
including Agricultural adn Domestic Fencing, 
Decking, Gates, Digger 360 works (ground 
clearance, levelling adn ditching etc), Tree Felling, 
Tree reductions and Hard Landscaping.

We can also re-design your garden to bring your 
ideas to  reality with precision decking, pergolas, 
sheds, outhouses and more.

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

 

 

Local Charities 
 
Our charities are playing a crucial role in our communities, supporting those who are most in 
need and providing an exceptional service to thousands of local residents. Since first being 
elected as your MP in 2025, I have had the privilege of working with so many fantastic groups 
including MAYFACS, Rotherfield St Martin, Carillon Cottage in Wadhurst, Crowborough’s 
Artytime, Whitesmith-based East Sussex Wildlife Rescue & Ambulance Service, Horam   
Community Garden, Heathfield’s Wealden Works, Groombridge Men’s Shed, and many      
others.   
 
Most recently, I was proud to become a Patron of a unique Hailsham charity Medi Tech Trust 
who promote recycling of unused and unwanted medical equipment that NHS could not use 
and would end up in landfill. Medi Tech Trust collects it and        distributes it to those who 
need it locally in East Sussex, as well as to low-income countries with accompanying training 
programmes enabling local doctors and health staff to use it. Medi Tech Trust is one of only 
two charities in the UK carrying out this work. 
 
The charity’s work initially started as a project to raise funds for a laser machine in Eastbourne 
Hospital over twenty years ago. Since then, they supplied over £1 million worth of equipment 
to East Sussex hospitals and related medical services. 
 
To name just a few successes, last year, medical supplies have been donated to East Sussex 
Food Banks and Baby Banks, and sensory lights were delivered to an East Sussex Primary 
School and are now used by SEND pupils. Additionally, hospital beds were recently donated 
to the charity by Hospice in the Weald and have been recycled to further education training 
colleges in Cornwall and Buckinghamshire, and also to overseas hospitals in Democratic    
Republic of Congo and Malawi. 
 
I was pleased to team up with Medi Tech Trust to deliver a donation of hundreds of baby    
bottles and associated items to Crowborough’s incredible charity and recipients of The Kings 
Award for Voluntary Service, Family2Family, who supports local families by distributing    
packages of baby and children's clothing, toys, toiletries and other essential items.  
 
Medi Tech Trust is always looking for opportunities to support our local community and is   
aiming to support East Sussex First Responders in 2026. If you know of a local organisation or 
charity who would benefit from a donation of medical supplies; or if you know of a local GP 
surgery that would welcome having a free collection bin installed, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch with the Medi Tech Trust team by visiting www.meditechtrust.org or calling 01323 
442211.  

             Nusrat Ghani 

St Wilfid’s Hospice Charity Shop, Herstmonceux 
 
With increasing signs of Spring it’s time to reassess our wardrobes and maybe have a spring 
clean of the many items hiding away at the back of cupboards?  We all keep things that may 
‘come in handy’ but they seldom do!  However they may be just the treasure someone else is 
searching for, so please come and donate them to St Wilfrid’s to raise urgently needed funds 
to help the local Hospice . 
 
Looking towards sunny days the shop is replacing winter and cold weather stock with lighter 
wear. Toys and play clothes quickly get outgrown so donate and replace at bargain prices! 
 
We still need volunteers to help greet customers, sort and price stock and generally help out in 
a happy, relaxed atmosphere.  Want to know more?  Pop into the shop (opening hours          
displayed in the window) or contact Lucy the part-time Manager on 01323 832287.  Please 
leave a message if no answer and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 

             Mary McBurney 
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Clifford        Upholstery www.cliffordupholstery.co.uk

Professional upholsterer with over 25 years experience in modern & traditional 

upholstery methods. Based in Fairlight, East Sussex

r Reupholstery & recovering

r Cushion making
r Bespoke furniture
r Repairs & modifications

r Headboards & plywood curtain pelmets

r Upholstery tuition

Call 07943 008 739 / Email paul@cliffordupholstery.co.uk for a quote or to 
discuss your requirements.

	

	

	

	

Locally	Produced	Jacob	Lamb	
FOR	SALE	

	
Freezer	Packed	/	Labelled	-	Half	A	Lamb	
Small	Freezer	Pack	-	1	Joint	/	1	Pack	Diced	Lamb	/	1lb	
Lamb	Mince	
Pack	of	4	Lamb	Burgers	

Telephone	01435	830	621	
Mobile	07860	877	240	

Broomfield	Farm,	South	Lane,	Dallington	

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

 
 

 
 
 
                           

 

Hailsham Funeral Service 
11 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 2BE 

01323 440909 
 

A completely independent and privately owned and run family business, 
now in its second generation. 

Available to any area with a dignified service, day or night. 

                                                       
Partners:  John Morris and  Annie Callaway 

enquiries@hailshamfuneral.co.uk                                                                www.hailshamfuneral.co.uk 
 

 

 

This article was first published in the spectator and is here reproduced with the kind               
permission of the Editor of the Spectator and the Author. It does not necessarily    

represent the views of the members of our Parochial Parish Counsellors 

It came to pass in 2020 that a decree went out from the General Synod that all the Church of England 
must be carbon net-zero by 2030. And this ruling was first made when Justin Welby was Archbishop of 
Canterbury. And all went to have a good hard look at their church heating systems, every one into his 
own vestry cupboard… 

How easy it is to issue a decree from on high; and how hard it is for the people on the ground to have to 
deal with its consequences. 

One of many consequences of that arbitrary round-number target – and it’s a microcosm of the          
centralised C of E’s attitude towards its parish churches – was that three months ago the vicar and 
churchwardens of Christ Church, Chineham, in the diocese of Winchester, received a consistory court 
ruling from the chancellor of the diocese, Cain Ormondroyd, which came across as an absolute          
bollocking. It was as if they were a group of mis-behaving prefects summoned to the headmaster’s study. 
The ruling was along the lines of: ‘You’ve let God down, you’ve let the diocese down – and you’ve let 
yourselves down.’ The Chineham ‘Petitioners’ (as they were referred to in the ruling) are now beginning 
their long-drawn-out punishment. 

The miscreants now have to rip out the new gas boilers and replace them with an eco  
alternative. 
 
Their offence was that, after enduring a freezing winter of coughing, sneezing, dwindling congregations 
and demoralised volunteers while they waited for the hopelessly slow Diocesan Advisory Committee to 
respond to their request for advice on which kind of heating system they should install to replace their 
failed gas boiler, they’d dared to take matters into their own hands. Having taken advice from energy  
providers about the possibility of installing either heat-pumps or a bio-LPG fuel system, they’d concluded 
that both options were impractical and far too expensive. The most viable solution for the time being was 
to replace the broken gas boiler with new, more efficient gas boilers. 

The work had begun by the time the Diocesan Advisory Committee got around to objecting to             
replacement gas boilers, a year after the request. The committee also never once visited the site to see 
for themselves the impracticability of their preferred bio-LPG option, which would have required the 
felling of trees or the taking up of a large chunk of the church’s outdoor space. 

‘The case,’ wrote the chancellor in his lofty ruling, ‘presents a cautionary tale in respect of the difficulties 
that can arise when proper consideration is not given at an early stage to the Church Buildings Council’s 
net-zero guidance. The Petitioners compounded the difficulties by deliberately proceeding with works 
which they knew to be unauthorised. The combined result is most unfortunate.’ 

The result is, in fact, that Christ Church, Chineham, is a heated, well-attended church again, to the relief 
of all who worship there. But the ‘unfortunate’ situation to which the chancellor referred is that the      
miscreants will be forced to rip out those new gas boilers and replace them with an eco alternative. 

Like a headmaster who decides to show a spot of leniency at the last minute and not expel the prefects 
on the spot, the chancellor decreed that, as another winter was on its way, ‘I am minded to grant a      
faculty for the gas boilers to remain for three years’ with the condition ‘that any carbon emissions from 
the operation of the gas boilers be offset’. 

I contacted the vicar, the Revd Jonathan Clark, to ask him how the church was dealing with this ruling, 
while the clock ticks down to the moment in 32 months’ time when the new boilers must be ripped out. 
He responded that he didn’t have time to speak to me, as ‘this affair has already taken far too much    
attention away from our core mission’. 

What a time-consuming distraction it must have been! He’s trying to run a church, for goodness’ sake. 
His first duty is to his parishioners’ spiritual needs. The people who help him are unpaid volunteers, who 
give hours of their time to the C of E, an increasingly thankless task. They’re the ones who get clobbered 
for their trouble. Clark referred me to a letter he wrote to the Church Times in November, in which he  
advised churches, first, ‘to pray earnestly that your existing boilers don’t fail’, and then said to the      
General Synod: ‘We support the drive to net-zero carbon, but was this the kind of result intended in your 
formal drive to it?’ 
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Parishes across the country are experiencing much the same thing. To comply with the C of E’s 
‘Routemap’ for the ‘journey to net zero’ churches must apply for official permission from the      
diocese before installing a ‘like-for-like’ gas or oil boiler. They must provide all kinds of             
documentation to explain why they are asking to go against approved practice. Dozens of  
churches are left without heating for months, sometimes years, during the agonisingly slow      
decision-making process, in which time damp damages the interiors and makes the parishioners 
ill. 
 
‘It’s enlightening but not in a good way.’ 
Most of us are familiar with all sides of the net-zero argument. We’ve read journalists telling us to 
buck up, stop complaining and install heat pumps. We’ve also kept abreast of climate-emergency 
sceptics, who question apocalyptic global-warming models and remind us that renewable energy 
is intermittent. They point out rare-earth metals for EV batteries are often mined by child labour in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and Ed Miliband’s obsessive push for net-zero targets is    
going to immiserate Britain. 
 
There are many facets to ‘the science’ and to the economics. But the Church is in the grip of    
eco-zealots, who pour shame on parishes if they dare to resist a heat pump. Each diocese has 
its ‘net-zero carbon engagement officer’, or sometimes ‘creation care engagement officer’, paid  
higher salaries than parish priests. They’re employed to be zealous. 
 
The Church Commissioners have committed £190 million for grants to support the net-zero    
project. That money would have been enough to provide an extra ten parish priests in each of 
the C of E’s 42 dioceses for the next decade. 
 
The C of E’s loss of a sense of proportion on this subject is encapsulated by the fact that, in the 
timetable for next month’s General Synod, the issue of ‘Lowest income communities funding’ has 
been relegated to ‘Contingency business’ (i.e. ‘we’ll discuss it if we have time at the end’), while 
a full hour on the afternoon of 12 February has been allotted to a motion to ‘promote the use of   
local, seasonal flowers and foliage and discourage the use of floral foam’. 
 
            Ysenda Maxtone Graham 
                                                                                                                            21 January 2026 

SStteeeeppllee  CChhaassiinngg  ––  bbyy  PPeetteerr  RRoossss  
((ppuubb..  22002233  ––  HHeeaaddlliinnee  PPuubblliisshhiinngg  GGrroouupp))    

  

Seldom have I enjoyed such a fascinating, entertaining and beautifully written book.  I can 
measure on the fingers of one hand the number of books I have wanted to re-read immediately 
after finishing it.  Peter Ross’ travelogue of churches, chapels and cathedrals along with the 
people and animals who live and have lived in them is one such book. 
 
You accompany him through pages written with a quiet charm as a friend.  He manages to   
encompass topics and characters as diverse as monasticism, bats, plainsong, the Angel of the 
North, masons, wall paintings, Stanley Spencer, Samuel Pepys, a cathedral cat, hammer 
beams and well dressing, Picasso and mudlarking in a lyrical and compelling way.  I defy any 
reader not to learn something new and delve into the extensive bibliography to find out more 
about a topic.   
 
He writes in praise of place and people.  This is no textbook on ecclesiastical architecture, nor 
does he disclose any belief that he does or does not follow. He is in awe of what he sees and 
the people he meets as he takes you with him. 
 
This is the first book I have read by this award-winning journalist and it will certainly not be the 
last. 
             Paula Nicholson  

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Veteran Sussex writer and nine‑year‑old illustrator collaborate on 

their children’s book Otto 
 

 
A unique creative partnership between a veteran Sussex writer and a nine‑year‑old illustrator has 
resulted in the publication of Otto, a new children’s book aimed at readers aged 7–12. 
Otto tells the story of an octopus whose home is destroyed by debris dumped from a ship. With 
help from his friends, Otto sets out to clean up the reef and restore it to health – with a little assis-
tance from some humans along the way. 
 
Author Neil Mackwood, a former journalist living in East Sussex, wrote Otto as an adventure sto-
ry set beneath the sea. Unsure how it would resonate with its intended audience, he shared the 
manuscript with a local (then eight‑year‑old girl) – Amelie Vakil. 
Her verdict was immediate: she loved it. 
 
Without being asked, Amelie began illustrating the story on her iPad, bringing to life Otto the octo-
pus and a cast of colourful sea creatures. When Neil saw her drawings, he was instantly captivated 
by their humour, charm and authenticity.  Her artwork reflects the story as seen through a child’s 
eyes – playful, expressive and full of personality. 
 
“The book is pitched at Amelie’s age group – one that I exceed by about six decades,” said Neil. 
“Her illustrations brought a freshness, warmth and wit to the characters that I simply couldn’t have 
imagined myself.” 
 
The book has been endorsed by the Sussex Kelp Recovery Project (SKRP), chaired by the Sus-
sex Wildlife Trust, whose mission is to champion, study and facilitate the recovery of the seabed 
off the Sussex coast. 
 
Nikki Oliver, Support Officer for SKRP, said: 
 
“Many pressures, including storm damage and destructive fishing techniques, destroyed around 
96% of Sussex’s kelp forests, leaving the seabed empty and silent – not unlike Otto’s  



25

 
Parishes across the country are experiencing much the same thing. To comply with the C of E’s 
‘Routemap’ for the ‘journey to net zero’ churches must apply for official permission from the      
diocese before installing a ‘like-for-like’ gas or oil boiler. They must provide all kinds of             
documentation to explain why they are asking to go against approved practice. Dozens of  
churches are left without heating for months, sometimes years, during the agonisingly slow      
decision-making process, in which time damp damages the interiors and makes the parishioners 
ill. 
 
‘It’s enlightening but not in a good way.’ 
Most of us are familiar with all sides of the net-zero argument. We’ve read journalists telling us to 
buck up, stop complaining and install heat pumps. We’ve also kept abreast of climate-emergency 
sceptics, who question apocalyptic global-warming models and remind us that renewable energy 
is intermittent. They point out rare-earth metals for EV batteries are often mined by child labour in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and Ed Miliband’s obsessive push for net-zero targets is    
going to immiserate Britain. 
 
There are many facets to ‘the science’ and to the economics. But the Church is in the grip of    
eco-zealots, who pour shame on parishes if they dare to resist a heat pump. Each diocese has 
its ‘net-zero carbon engagement officer’, or sometimes ‘creation care engagement officer’, paid  
higher salaries than parish priests. They’re employed to be zealous. 
 
The Church Commissioners have committed £190 million for grants to support the net-zero    
project. That money would have been enough to provide an extra ten parish priests in each of 
the C of E’s 42 dioceses for the next decade. 
 
The C of E’s loss of a sense of proportion on this subject is encapsulated by the fact that, in the 
timetable for next month’s General Synod, the issue of ‘Lowest income communities funding’ has 
been relegated to ‘Contingency business’ (i.e. ‘we’ll discuss it if we have time at the end’), while 
a full hour on the afternoon of 12 February has been allotted to a motion to ‘promote the use of   
local, seasonal flowers and foliage and discourage the use of floral foam’. 
 
            Ysenda Maxtone Graham 
                                                                                                                            21 January 2026 

SStteeeeppllee  CChhaassiinngg  ––  bbyy  PPeetteerr  RRoossss  
((ppuubb..  22002233  ––  HHeeaaddlliinnee  PPuubblliisshhiinngg  GGrroouupp))    

  

Seldom have I enjoyed such a fascinating, entertaining and beautifully written book.  I can 
measure on the fingers of one hand the number of books I have wanted to re-read immediately 
after finishing it.  Peter Ross’ travelogue of churches, chapels and cathedrals along with the 
people and animals who live and have lived in them is one such book. 
 
You accompany him through pages written with a quiet charm as a friend.  He manages to   
encompass topics and characters as diverse as monasticism, bats, plainsong, the Angel of the 
North, masons, wall paintings, Stanley Spencer, Samuel Pepys, a cathedral cat, hammer 
beams and well dressing, Picasso and mudlarking in a lyrical and compelling way.  I defy any 
reader not to learn something new and delve into the extensive bibliography to find out more 
about a topic.   
 
He writes in praise of place and people.  This is no textbook on ecclesiastical architecture, nor 
does he disclose any belief that he does or does not follow. He is in awe of what he sees and 
the people he meets as he takes you with him. 
 
This is the first book I have read by this award-winning journalist and it will certainly not be the 
last. 
             Paula Nicholson  

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Veteran Sussex writer and nine‑year‑old illustrator collaborate on 

their children’s book Otto 
 

 
A unique creative partnership between a veteran Sussex writer and a nine‑year‑old illustrator has 
resulted in the publication of Otto, a new children’s book aimed at readers aged 7–12. 
Otto tells the story of an octopus whose home is destroyed by debris dumped from a ship. With 
help from his friends, Otto sets out to clean up the reef and restore it to health – with a little assis-
tance from some humans along the way. 
 
Author Neil Mackwood, a former journalist living in East Sussex, wrote Otto as an adventure sto-
ry set beneath the sea. Unsure how it would resonate with its intended audience, he shared the 
manuscript with a local (then eight‑year‑old girl) – Amelie Vakil. 
Her verdict was immediate: she loved it. 
 
Without being asked, Amelie began illustrating the story on her iPad, bringing to life Otto the octo-
pus and a cast of colourful sea creatures. When Neil saw her drawings, he was instantly captivated 
by their humour, charm and authenticity.  Her artwork reflects the story as seen through a child’s 
eyes – playful, expressive and full of personality. 
 
“The book is pitched at Amelie’s age group – one that I exceed by about six decades,” said Neil. 
“Her illustrations brought a freshness, warmth and wit to the characters that I simply couldn’t have 
imagined myself.” 
 
The book has been endorsed by the Sussex Kelp Recovery Project (SKRP), chaired by the Sus-
sex Wildlife Trust, whose mission is to champion, study and facilitate the recovery of the seabed 
off the Sussex coast. 
 
Nikki Oliver, Support Officer for SKRP, said: 
 
“Many pressures, including storm damage and destructive fishing techniques, destroyed around 
96% of Sussex’s kelp forests, leaving the seabed empty and silent – not unlike Otto’s  



26

Ad Index – WArbleton, dAllIngton And bodle Street (AS At MArch 26)

 

HERSTMONCEUX FLOORING 
• SHOWROOM NOW OPEN…… Gardner Street, Herstmonceux 
• More than 35 years experience in the flooring trade 
• Carpets, Vinyls, LVT and Laminates supplied and fitted 
• Free quotation and home selection service 

                                Call Vince on  07849 707833 or 01323 655673 
                   www.herstmonceuxflooring.co.uk 
  

Section Company Name Page

Accommodation

Beestons Farm Holiday Cottages 8

Warbleton Housing Association Ltd 
(Osborne House) 4

Amateur Dramatics Village Players 8

Appliance Repair A – Z Repairs 4

Automotive Services

Attwood Motor Services 20

RLG Tyres Back

Windmill Hill Garage 8

Bookkeeping & 
Accountancy Trentino 16

Brass Band Warbleton Brass Band Back

Building, Carpentry, 
Decorating

Angears Builders Back

Herstmonceux Flooring 26

Paul Farrant 6

Brendan Hobden Carpentry 
Contractor 12

ST Carpentry and Building Services 6

Computing Services
Computers Fixed with a Smile 22

SBG Computers 18

Education Punnetts Town Community Primary 
School 8

Electrician Freeman’s Electricals 22

Estate Agency
Batcheller  Monkhouse 16

Oakfield 4

Events Venue Henners Vineyard 6

Food & Drink
Henners Vineyard 6

The White Horse Inn 12

Funeral & Grave 
Tending Services

C Waterhouse and Sons Back

Hailsham Funeral Service 22

Heathfeld Funeral Service 20

Thyme & Memorials 18

White Feather Funerals 18

Section Company Name Page

Garden & Tree 
Services

A J King 10

Cat & Mouse Landscapes 12

Cedar & Cypress Tree Services 8

Gildridge Fencing 20

Hollywood Tree Surgery 10

Michael Salvage 8

Richard Webb Tree Surgeon Ltd 22

Suttons Groundcare Ltd 6

Groundworks and 
Plant Hire RJG Services Ltd 4

Hall for Hire

Bodle Street Green Village Hall 10

Dallington Village Hall Back

Dunn Village Hall 4

Health & Beauty Studio LotteBerk Back

Home Care Provider APC Care Eastbourne & Wealden 16

Pest Control
Go Pest Back

Graham Long Back

Removals
Andy Vater Back

Get A Move On 8

Retail

Petals 18

Seasoned Hardwood Logs (Luke) 4

Shutecombe Flock (Jacob Lamb) 22

The Stores Rushlake Green 4

Roofing J Whiteman Roofing 10

TV Aerial & Satellite H D I Aerials 10

Upholsterer & 
Furnishers

Clifford Upholstery 22

Thorndale Furnishers 20

Waste Removal
P J Cole Southern Ltd 6

Phoenix Liquid Waste Ltd 18

Wheelwright Douglas Andrews 6

Will Writing and 
Probate

Barry & Co Solicitors 10

Westminster Law 6

 SOCIAL CLUBS, SOCIETIES ETC. 
Archaeological Society Local Rep TBA   

Amateur Dramatic Society (The Village Players, Rushlake Green) 
 Chairman:    Clyde Young  01435 830059 

 Membership Sec  Jane Uren  01435 863640 
Book Club, Dallington   Trish Wilson  01435 830389 

Bodle Street Green 
Short Mat Bowls Club                                 Brian Wootton-Whitling 01323 833560 

Christian Aid: Hon Sec   Brian Dodd  01825 890318 
Coffee & Company, Rushlake Green Kay Nicholls  01435 830353 

Dallington Art Club   Pauline Ridley  07702 104392 

Dallington Village Hall: Bookings  Pauline Ridley               07702 104392 

Dunn Village Hall: Hon Sec  Mrs Denise Bailey 01435 831565 

      Bookings  Mrs Denise Bailey 01435 831565 
Gardening Club (BSG): Hon Sec  Mrs M Williamson 01323 832509 
History Group Warbleton Hon Sec Jonathan Austin  01435 830722  

joncaustin@btinternet.com  
Housing Assoc. Warbleton Chairman Clyde Young  01435 830059 

Parish Council Clerk, Warbleton  Jackie Cottrell  07522 900169 
        warbletonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Little Punnetts Town Pre-School  Toni Wheatley  01435 831515 
The Rest, Three Cups   Roy & Barbara Lovett 01435 882241 
Punnets Town Toddlers   The School  Office 01435 830361 

Village Hall, Bodle Street: Hon Sec Mrs M Williamson 01323 832509 
   Bookings Ros Billingshurst 01323 832062 

Villages Luncheon Club   Mrs P Gentry  01323 833201 
Warbleton Brass Band Musical Director Mrs Sian Buss  01273 493469 

        secretary@warbletonbrassband.co.uk 
Warbleton Hort. & P’ltry Soc Chairman Sue Copp                           07780 585757 

                                                         wdhps.chair@gmail.com:                                                                                                        

Wealden Talking News      01435 864868 
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ANDY VATER TRANSPORT
SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES

OF AGGREGATES
TRADE AND PUBLIC

ENQUIRIES WELCOME

ANDY VATER REMOVALS
REMOVALS, HAULAGE

STORAGE & SELF STORAGE

01435 863774
07885 852769

 • Extensions 
 • Patios
	 • Loft Conversions
 • Roofing
	 • Brickwork
 • Exterior Decorating
  Using Fast, Efficient
  Airless Spray System
 • All Associated
  Works i.e. Plumbing
  Heating, Plastering
  Bathrooms, Kitchens, Etc.

01323 833684
Mobile 07860 492843

ANGEARS
YOUR LOCAL BUILDERS

FULL PUBLIC
LIABILITY INSURANCE

EXPERIENCED
SKILLED TRADESMEN

All makes of Tyres,All makes of Tyres,
Batteries andBatteries and

4x4 Tyre Specialist4x4 Tyre Specialist
Durrants Farm, Rushlake Green,

Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 9QB
Workshop: 01435 830664

Mobile: 07710 372672

www.rlgtyres.co.uk
Suppliers of leading makes of tyres for –

Cars / ATV / Garden Machinery
& Tractor tyres & tubes

Presented by
Chris Wells

Fancy joining the band?
New to playing, rusty or expert...
Come and see us on Friday evenings 
7:00pm for training band
7:45pm for the main band 
The Dunn Village Hall in Rushlake Green.

Need a band for an event?
For more information telephone 01273 493469

www.warbletonbrassband.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dallington Village Hall 
Available For Hire 

Daytime / Evenings 
Details at  

www.dallington.org.uk/village-hall/ 
Email: dallingtonoldschool@gmail.com 

Call or text: 07702 104 392 
 

micesquirrels
fleaspigeons

gulls
clothes/carpet moths

Bird Proofing

07852 427201 
01273 476000 

info@gopest.co.uk

• Over 25 years experience 
• Fully insured 
• Unmarked vehicles
• Domestic & commercial
• Property Care Association trained technician

wasps rats

GRAHAM LONG
Master Molecatcher

Member of the British Traditional Molecatchers Register

Fully Insured

Domestic and Agricultural

07795 226296 – Daytime
01435 865370 – Evening

Dallington Village Hall
Available for Hire

Daytime / Evenings
Details at

www.dallington.org.uk/village-hall/
Email: dallingtonoldschool@gmail.com

Call or text: 07702 104 392


