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From The Rectory 
   
 Free speech and its limits have been much discussed in the media of late. Although free 
speech is an important liberty, the Bible is more concerned with wholesome speech, with 
what we should say rather than what we can say. We might be worried about 
governments or tech firms attempting to control speech, but we often find we can’t 
control our own.  
 

The New Testament letter of James, in 
particular, has lots to say about what we 
ought to say, or not. A significant part of 
my life as a clergyman is being a 
professional talker, and so it is salutary for 
me to remember that James says, 
“Everyone should be quick to listen [and] 
slow to speak” (1:19). 
 
The old assertion “words will never hurt 
me”, is probably wishful thinking.   
 
James eloquently describes the powerful 
effect words can have. The tongue may 
be small, but it is like a bit which can turn 
a horse, or a rudder which redirects a 

ship. The tongue is like a spark which can set a whole forest on fire. No one can tame his 
tongue. Our speech is sometimes more than free: it can run wild. With the same tongue, 
we might both praise God and curse people, who are made in his likeness. It is as if salt 
and fresh water flowed from the same spring or figs grew on a grapevine (James 3). We 
know this is a contradiction that ought not to be.  
 
Our speech often shows us that we’re in a mess. We probably all have things which we 
wish we could unsay, but words can’t really be taken back, any more than the toothpaste 
can be put back in the tube.  
 
Jesus said that “out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks” (Luke 6:45). And 
there are times when our speech shows that we have a heart problem.  
 
So what are we to say? 
 
The Bible calls Jesus the Word of God, the perfect self-expression of who God is. He 
spoke as one with absolute authority to forgive and to grant new life. More than that, 
Jesus offers us new hearts that can overflow with something better. In our noisy world, 
we would do well to attend to the Word, whose speech alone is free from sin and which 
sets us free. God the Father Himself said of Jesus: “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” (Matthew 17:5). 
                
                                                                                               The Rev’d Marc Lloyd 
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WARBLETON HOUSING
ASSOCIATION LTD

SENIOR LIVING AT RUSHLAKE GREEN
Single and Double occupancy Flats

for local independent Senior Aged persons.

For details and application form 
Please look at our website:

www.osbornehouserushlakegreen.co.uk

THE STORES
RUSHLAKE GREEN

Grocery & Provisions
Full Off Licence & Post Office

Phone 01435 830381
Regular Deliveries and Personal Attention

THE DUNN VILLAGE HALL
RUSHLAKE GREEN

A central and convenient venue
for functions of all types.

Well equipped, clean and bright.

Call Denise Bailey 01435 831565
or

Nick Morgan 01435 831565

                   A – Z  REPAIRS   

 
                          (est.1990)         

 

           NO CALL OUT CHARGE  

 

COLIN PEPPER  
 

Tel: 01435 863833 

 

Mobile:07771 646 249 

 

Repairs to all makes of washing machines 

dishwashers, electric cookers, tumble dryers etc.  

Parts supplied and fitted guaranteed for one year 

 

 

    

A – Z  REPAIRS
(est. 1990)

Repairs to all makes of washing machines
dishwashers, electric cookers, tumble dryers etc. 
Parts supplied and fitted guaranteed for one year

COLIN PEPPER 
Tel: 01435 863833 • Mobile:07771 646 249

NO CALL 

OUT CHARGE 

R.J.G. Services LTD
Bulk Earthworks – ponds, lakes, 
reservoirs etc
Land Clearance – including tree shear and 
flail cutting attachments
Plant Hire – 14 ton operated only
Groundworks – footings, drainage,  
concreting, septic tanks etc

Hailsham, East Sussex 
rossgardiner1982@outlook.com 
www.rjgservices.co.uk 
Ross Gardiner 07764 219341
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70 High Street, Heathfield. TN21 8JD 

01435 864233 
heathfield@rowlandgorringe.co.uk 

Sales and Rentals 

Your Local Estate Agents 

R.J.G. Services LTD
Bulk Earthworks – ponds, lakes, 
reservoirs etc
Land Clearance – including tree shear and 
flail cutting attachments
Plant Hire – 14 ton operated only
Groundworks – footings, drainage,  
concreting, septic tanks etc

Hailsham, East Sussex 
rossgardiner1982@outlook.com 
www.rjgservices.co.uk 
Ross Gardiner 07764 219341
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Warbleton Parish Church Diary  

 
Sanctuary Guild  

                                                  Flower Arrangers and Brass Cleaners  
Members continue to arrange flowers by the altar and at the back of the church week by week.  On 
the morning of Saturday, 4th October we will join together for a special effort to decorate the church 
for  Harvest Festival, and he following week we will maintain the arrangements We would love to 
incorporate any vegetables, fruit, gourds or autumnal foliage into our arrangements if anyone would 
like to contribute these and bring them to the church on Friday or early on Saturday morning. 
Sheena Gilmore and Alison Webb will take over for the 18th and 25th. 
 
Help!  This is a message for any readers who enjoy sewing.  The church is badly in need of new 
cloths for the communion table and we are wondering if anyone would enjoy making two new ones; 
to buy them is very expensive.  If this interests you please contact me on 07905723963 for further 
details    
              Helen Bowern 

Good Book Club  
The good book club will meet on  the 7th and 21st of October at 7.00 for 7.30pm at White Birch 
Farm after their summer break. A welcoming atmosphere will be found as the group continues their 
study of 1Peter. All welcome  
 
                                                   Little Warblers Toddlers’ Group 
Little Warblers is a group for preschool children with their parents, grandparents or carers which 
meets in the Church Rooms on Tuesday mornings during term time from 9.30-11.00am. There are 
toys and activities to suit all age groups. Snacks and drinks are provided for both children & adults. 
There is a time for singing well known nursery rhymes and songs as well as a Christian song and a 
short teaching from the bible. There is a suggested voluntary contribution of £1. 
For further information please contact Sue Holden on 07557142513  
                                                         
                                                                 WarbleArt 
We continue to meet on Wednesdays in the Warbleton Church Rooms from 10.00 am to 12 noon. 
Please contact Gail Welford on 01435 812514 or gwelford51@gmail.com                                                                                                              
 
                                                        Warbleton Weeders 
We meet (weather permitting) once a month on a Wednesday morning at 9.30am for a couple of 
hours. Help would be very much appreciated with pruning, sweeping and other light jobs as you feel 
able. To find out which day we will meet please contact Judith on judithmhemsley@btinternet.com. 
or look in the weekly news bulletin. 

 
Churches' Fellowship Morning and Lunch   

Saturday 18th October - 10.00am for coffee; 10:30am – 1.00pm followed by lunch at White Birch 
Farm, Warbleton, TN21 9BE..The Revd Spencer Shaw (the recently appointed Director of the 
Sussex Gospel Partnership) will be our speaker. Further details to be confirmed. Donations towards 
costs of lunch and speaker expenses etc. welcomed. Booking to Marc at 
marc_lloyd@hotmail.com   
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WESTMINSTER LAW

Leading the way in providing an 
AFFORDABLE PROFESSIONAL service

Wills ~ Estate Planning ~ Probate

If you are over 60 it will only cost you £95* to
make or update your Will.

We are also Lasting Power of Attorney Specialists - 
only £110* each LPA if instructed during the Will

appointment.
free *  

Call us now for a no obligation chat
323 679411

www.westminster-law.co.uk    email: ngg@westminster-law.co.uk
WWeessttmmiinnsstteerr  LLaaww  EEaassttbboorrnnee  LLttdd..  RReegg..  OOffffiiccee::  WWeelllleesslleeyy  HHoouussee,,  220044  LLoonnddoonn  RRooaadd,,  WWaatteerrlloooovviillllee  

PPOO77  77AANN
*These very special rates are only available if you are over 60 years old.
Our normal price for a standard single Will is £1500, or £2500 for a couple.

Minimum spend for a free home visit is £995.

22/05/2024   1
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Mission Support for October                                                                  

Speak Life  
 

“Love Jesus, Share Jesus” is the vision of Speak Life organisation based in Eastbourne but   
reaching out to all our nation and indeed, through digital means, to all the world.  Founded in 1952  
with the twin focus of proclamation and media and revitalised more recently by the vision and   
technical skill of Glen Scrivener and his team, the aim continues to be ‘re-evangelising the church 
and the world through captivating, Christ-centred communication’. 
 
Glen spends much of his time speaking at churches, universities and a variety of events around the 
country, but this is only part of what Speak Life does.  The popular 321 course, used by many 
churches and individuals explains the Christian faith in a simple and helpful way.  New Videos, 
podcasts, articles and books are regularly produced by him and members of the team and of 
course Speak Life has a presence on YouTube, TikTok, Instagram, Facebook and Twitter all of 
which offer a way to “see the world with Jesus at the centre”. 
 
Speak Life operates from 13 Lismore Road, Eastbourne, where there is also a Prayer  Centre 
which anyone can visit to join in prayer or receive counselling.  As with all Christian organisations 
Speak Life recognises that prayer should be the basis of all their work.  This month gives us a   
special opportunity to join with them in this activity of prayer as they proclaim with all the modern 
means available that “Jesus is the answer”. 
 

Helen Bowern  

Warbleton and District History Group 
 

Robin Tuppen the owner of The Sussex Truggery gave us a very interesting talk on the history 
of  trug making and the firm from 1829 when Thomas Smith founded the company. It was at the 
Great Exhibition that Queen Victoria came to his stand and ordered some trugs. Not trusting the 
Evri etc. of the day he walked to London with a hand-cart and a colleague to deliver them in      
person. The trug was based on an ancient design. The traditional ones have hazel or ash handles 
and rim, with willow boards using surplus material from cricket bat making. There is currently a 
shortage because the growers are sending willow to India, at three times the price, for mass      
produced cricket bats. The modern trug is made from plywood, although there is a hybrid version 
which uses the traditional handle and rim with ply boards. Although some don’t like the modern 
ones they have carried the firm through difficult periods. They are still made using traditional   
methods. His firm is the only one with an apprentice, and he very keen to ensure the future of the 
industry, there are currently only 10 trug makers.  
 
One person in the audience has had her trug for 46 years. Robin said aids to longevity are don’t 
leave them out in the rain or with wet material in them. Also avoid leaving them in strong sunlight 
and heat. Lastly – don’t let your other half run over them with the car! He had someone into the 
shop that day, who had that happen. 
 
There are various sizes and designs. Those for general garden use have a deeper basket area, 
whereas those designed for cut flowers are shallower and have a much higher handle to avoid 
damage to the blooms. 
 
Ian Everest is the speaker at our October meeting, and he will be telling us about The Women’s 
Land Army, which with their Lumber Jills compatriots kept agriculture and forestry going during 
WW2. It is of particular interest to me as my mother was in the Land Army in Hammer Lane. We 
meet as usual at 7.30 for 8 pm start on Monday 13th October in the Dunn Village Hall, Rushlake 
Green. This is the first of three meetings featuring WW2 on the 80th anniversary of VE and VJ 
Day. In November we look at those who served and died from this parish, and in January we find 
out about life on the Home Front.. 
                                                                                                               Jonathan Austin 
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NEW & USED CAR SALES SERVICE & REPAIRS

WINDMILL HILL GARAGE
B.P. & N.K. RODEMARK

WINDMILL HILL
NR. HAILSHAM BN27 4RX

Tel: Herstmonceux 833311

 

 

 
 

Rushlake Green’s own Amateur Dramatic Society. 
 

PLAYS - MUSICALS – THEATRE SUPPERS 
 

For further information please access our website: 
www.villageplayersrushlakegreen.co.uk 

          or contact Anita Gunn on 01435 873226 

& Accessories Ltd  

Express Car 

All Aspects of Tree Surgery and Felling.
Also, Stamp Grinding and Fencing.

Fully qualified with over 40 years experience
£10 million public liability insurance.

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                                                       
                                         
 

A delightful village school offering a nurturing learning environment 
for children aged between 2-11 years old. We offer a caring family 

ethos with a rich variety of learning opportunities. 
 

Our aim is for children to achieve highly as individuals, 
whilst receiving the shared expertise from working 

in federation with Dallington School. 
 

In partnership, we learn and grow together 
 

For further information please visit 
www.punnettstown.e-sussex.sch.uk or telephone 01435 830361 

 

  

C E D A R  &  C Y P R E S S

All aspects of tree surgery.  Felling, stump grinding & hedge trimming.

Public liability insurance / Registered Waste Carrier.  All work conducted to BS3998 standard

TREE SERVICES

Joel Andrews
T: 01323 920044 / M: 07502 387535

cedarcypresstrees@gmail.com

 

 
 
2 Beautiful Holiday Cottages in the Sussex Countryside 
Shorthorn Cottage sleeps up to 7 
Friesian Cottage sleeps up to 4 (plus 2 on sofa bed) 
 

Beestonscottages.co.uk 
Georgina.cleverley@virgin.net  07712593600 

Gina and Chris Cleverley       
Vines Cross  

TN21 9HB 
 

gcleverley@outlook.com        07712 593600

'Punnetts Town
Community

Primary and Nursery
School'
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WILL WRITING
SERVICE
Usual fee per Will
£225 plus VAT

     Free Wills Brochure
Available on request

(Lasting Powers of Attorney £470 + VAT)

Tel: (01323) 766370

Barry & Co Solicitors
Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay,
East Sussex, BN24 6EE

HOLLYWOOD TREE
SURGERY

N.P.T.C. Qualified For All Private and 
Commercial Tree Work

FELLING
SHAPING
PRUNING

CROWN REDUCTION & LIFTING
STUMP REMOVAL
SHRUB PRUNING

HEDGE TRIMMING
PUBLIC LIABILITY COVER

TEL: 01323 831 777
MOB: 07730 013 683

The Oast House, Hole farm, Bodle Street Green, 
Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 4QJ

E-Mail Hollywood 264@googlemail.com

A. J. KING
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

GRASS & HEDGE CUTTING
FENCING & PAVING

EXTERNAL PAINTING

TELEPHONE
01323 831599

All aspects of TV, Aerial and Satellite work
Telephone/Broadband/WiFi

Local engineer with 25 years experience
Regulated,Guaranteed and Insured

Call Steve on
 01435 205220
07968 345409

All enquiries welcome and calls returned promptly
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Advance notice 
 

Marc has invited  “Puppet Tree - The Parish of St Denys' and St Mark's in Rotherfield” to  
perform at our service on 30th November 2025. They are a group of puppeteers whose  
priority is to support the church in its ministry, through the use of puppets.  All are welcome  
 
For the information will be posted in October and November or details of Puppet Tree can 
be found on their website : https://www.stdenysrotherfield.org.uk/puppettreetm.htm 

The Annual Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal starts last weekend in October to 
November 11th or 12th, but confusingly the Remembrance Sunday Services are on 
the  Sunday 9th of November.! 
 
Paul Funnell and team will be delivering Poppy trays and Boxes ready for the start of the Appeal 
to all those who kindly had them last year. 
It has been 80 years since VE day and VJ day and we owe a great deal to those who gave their 
lives in all parts of the world for liberty from tyranny and terror. in some place it seems to have 
been in vain but we must not forget and I hope people can find something to put in the collections 
to support those who suffered from terrible wounds and memories and those who help them who, 
with RBL's support provided by generous givers, in these straitened times 
  
Contact details for Paul will be on the Poppy trays and tins 
             Margaret Harding 
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If you would like to 

advertise here, 

please email us on

contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

SPECIALISTS IN
Loft Conversions, Cut &
Pitch Roofs, Timber Framed
Building & Extensions.

Purpose made Joinery, Staircases, 
Windows, Doors.

Handmade and painted Kitchens
& Bedroom Furniture fully
fitted or supply only.

We are a local firm who
pride ourselves on a high
standard of work.

Call us to discuss your needs.

Neil: 01323 832456 or 07712 104247
Brendan: 01323 833762 or 07708 012081
No job too small – Free Estimates – Fully insured. Will always leave work place clean and tidy

The White Horse Inn

Newly Refurbished
& Reopened

Monthly Quiz Nights - Regular Live Music
Sunday Roasts - Family & Dog Friendly

Home Cooked Food & Fresh Ground Coffee

01323 833243
Bodle Street Green - BN27 4RB whitehorsebsg.co.uk

Open Weds-Sat 12-10 - Sunday 12-6
Food Served all day 12-8pm

Sundays 12-4pm

The Good 
Beer Guide!

We’re in
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Sunday Roasts - Family & Dog Friendly

Home Cooked Food & Fresh Ground Coffee

01323 833243
Bodle Street Green - BN27 4RB whitehorsebsg.co.uk

Open Weds-Sat 12-10 - Sunday 12-6
Food Served all day 12-8pm

Sundays 12-4pm

The Good 
Beer Guide!

We’re in

 The Village Fête 
 
 
“ Put your teeth in, Reggie,” whispered Mrs Holman as her husband of 54 years posed to 
have his photo taken by the rookie reporter from the Mid Sussex Times, or the Middy as it 
was locally known.  For more years than they had been married, Reginald Holman had 
been a member of the Sussex Rabbit and Guinea Pig Society.  Cradled in his arms was 
the biggest lop-eared Belgian rabbit you have ever seen; it wasn’t easy for Reggie to   
extricate his top plate from the pocket of his well- worn tan stockman’s coat.  Sweating 
profusely in the heat of the huge marquee erected by the local Horticultural and Poultry 
Society, Reggie had once again won best in show for his enormous rabbit.   
  
There had been no realistic competition against the rabbit Tintin in Class 47 (Coneys and 
Cavies) unlike the fierce and dirty battle that had been waged in Class 105 (6 coloured 
eggs of any size).  Once again, Heather had hoped to win the prize with her hens’        
distinctive blue half dozen, and indeed her six cobalt blue eggs had won the prize money 
and coveted Ova cup, sponsored by 3Es Ltd Efficient Effluent Extraction, the local        
removers of effluent from septic tanks. But skullduggery had been afoot in the marquee; 
Heather’s name label had removed and placed next to a selection more akin to pigeon’s 
eggs.  It is a wise woman who knows her own eggs, and to this day most villagers still 
point to that old reprobate Jacob Harmer as the remover of Heather’s label and unworthy 
recipient of the Ova cup.  
 
Heather had needed comfort from a bottle of Bullace vodka, a lethal brew made annually 
by Professor Mike Lord, emeritus professor of neuroscience.  A very affable small man 
well known for the erratic playing of his home-made curtal, at the comparatively young 
age of forty Mike had been awarded the Fellowship of the Royal Society for his work on 
the attributes of crustaceans’ eyeballs.  Mike himself had a keen eye for bullaces,       
preferably those of the White or Golden variety which showed a slight blush often found 
on the sunward side. Mike’s recipe for Bullace vodkas went with him to the grave, which 
Heather will tell you was just as well. 
 
Outside the overheated marquee, a comfortably sized lady of uncertain years was        
entertaining the troops with her rendition of a Vera Lynn song about ornithologically      
impossible bluebirds flying over chalk cliffs.  Accompanying her was the local brass band, 
a source of cornet players for Remembrance Day services and selections from Abba for 
village fetes.  
 
The sound of a strident top G almost obscured the whoops of delight from the annual 
Maggot racing sideshow.  Six people had placed their 50p bets on half a dozen maggots 
stained with different dyes.  The race master had released the maggots from under the 
cover of an egg cup placed in the centre of a darts board.  At the “off” signal, the maggots 
made their convoluted ways to the edge of the darts board to a spirited commentary 
honed over the years by watching Frankie Dettori.  The first maggot to reach the outer rim 
of the board was adjudged the winner and the punter who had chosen it collected his  
winnings of £3.00.  As underage betting was allowed, any child winner was advised not to 
spend all their winnings at once. 
 
With the sun fading in the west, the villagers made their weary ways home. The following 
Friday, Mrs Holman was delighted to see that Reggie and Tintin had made page 3 of the 
Middy.  
 

(In memory of Prof Mike Land FRS. Other names have been changed.) 
 

             Paula Nicholson 
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  Warbleton Parish Church 

 
Sunday 5th                      11.00 am           All Age Harvest Thanksgiving Service followed by Bring and                                                                 
                                                   Share Lunch in the Dunn Village Hall in Rushlake Green. You are  
                                                           invited to donate items suitable for Hailsham Food Bank. You can find          
                                                   up to date information on what they do and don't need here: 
                                                   https://hailsham.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ . 
                                     
Sunday 12th               11.00 am          Morning Worship with Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 19th               11.00 am          Morning Worship  
 
Sunday 26th               11.00 am          Holy Communion 
 
November 
 
Sunday 2nd                 11.00 am          All age Family Service with Shoe Box appeal 

 

SERVICES IN OCTOBER  2025 

 
   St John’s, Bodle Street Green 

 
Sunday 5th                  11am              Morning Worship with Holy Communion  
             
Sunday 12h                 9.30 am.         All Age Family Service for Holy Cross Day 
                                                                
Sunday 19th                9.30 am,         Morning Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 26th                9.30 am          Morning Prayer.  
 
 
.  

                                               
                                                  St Giles Dallington 
   
Sunday 5th                  11.00 am.       Service of the Word  
  
Sunday 12th                  3.00 pm.       Evensong   
                                                               
Sunday 19th                11.00 am.       Harvest Thanksgiving festival service followed by lunch in the                     
                                                   church.  
   
Sunday 26th                  9.30 am        Holy Communion .  
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  November 2025 Magazine 
 

Please send your magazine articles, notices and any other contributions  
by 7th October 

 to  Simon Cowley, Tel: 01435 812040 
 

 e-mail: Warbleton.mag@gmail.com  
 

  We welcome new contributors, particularly from local clubs and societies.   

 

 

Three Villages 
Calendar for October 2025 

 
Wednesday 1st         Prayer First at the Rectory                                        7.45 pm for 8.00pm 
 
Thursday 2nd            Coffee & Company at Osborne House                    10.00am to 12 noon 
 
Monday 6tth             Warbleton & District History Group 
    At The Dunn village Hall                                            7.00pm for 8.00pm 
 
Thursday 9th             Coffee & Company at Osborne House                    10.00am to 12 noon 
 
Thursday 16th           Coffee & Company at Osborne House                    10.00am to 12 noon 
 
Friday 17th   Quiz night at Dalligton Village Hall                            7.00pm for 7.15pm 
 
Monday 20th            Villages Lunch Club                                                        
           at Bodle Street Village Hall                                           11.30 to 2.30 pm 
 
Thursday 23rd         Coffee & Company at Osborne House                     10.00am to 12 noon 
 
Thursday 30th         Coffee & Company at Osborne House                      10.00am to 12 noon 
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APC	Care	Eastbourne	&	Wealden 	
Is a Home Care Provider dedicated to delivering the highest standards of 
professional domiciliary care and support to those who choose to continue living in 
their own home. 

We are based in Herstmonceux, covering areas: Windmill Hill, Hailsham, Heathfield, 
Polegate, Eastbourne. 

Telephone:	01323	849	019	or	email:	info@apc-wealden.co.uk	
West	End	(Former	Doctors	Surgery),	Herstmonceux,	East	Sussex	BN27	4NN		
	

batchellermonkhouse.com
Offices in Battle, Haywards Heath, Pulborough & Tunbridge Wells

No-one knows the 
local property market 
better than us!

Sales

Matthew Braxton 
T: 01424 775577
E: m.braxton@batchellermonkhouse.com

Lettings

Lucie Allan
T: 01424 236145
E: l.allan@batchellermonkhouse.com

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk
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Sunday   5th                  11.00 am.       Service of the Word                                                   
                                                                              
Sunday 12th                   3.00 pm.       Evensong   
                                                                                                                   
Sunday 19th                11.00 am.        Harvest  Festival .     
                                                                                                            
 Sunday 26th                  9.30 am         Holy Communion . 
   
        October.  
 

'Then came October, full of merry glee.' 
                                                                     Edmund Spenser. 1552 to 1599 

 
'Calm and deep peace, on this high wold; 
And on these Dews that drench the furze, 

And all the silvery gossamers 
That twinkle into green and gold. 

 
Calm and still light on yon great plain, 

That sweeps with all its autumn bowers 
And crowded farms and lessening towers, 

To mingle with the bounding main.' 
                                                                      Alfred Lord Tennyson.1809 to 1892 
 
Taken from the Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady.                                           Gillian Slack 
 

St. Giles Church, Dallington 
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Visit Us and
Enjoy the Experience

• Colourful Bedding Plants
• Unique Shrubs & Trees

• Soft Fruit - Vegetable Plants
• Roses - Climbers - Perennials
• Garden Sundries - Tools etc

Inspiration/Advice
Rest A While in our Coffee Shop
Light Lunch • Homemade Cakes
Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

www.petalsforplants.co.uk
Burwash Road, Broad Oak, Heathfield TN21 8XG

 01435 884111

For Plants

P

e

t

a

l

s
Y O U R  L O C A L ,  

I N D E P E N D E N T ,
F E M A L E  O W N E D  &  L E D ,  

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R .  

          01435 408650 (24 hours)
      www.whitefeatherfunerals.com

                                   5 STAR REVIEWS *****

“What a fantastic lady. Put me at ease from the
beginning, when I had no clue what to do.

Recommend always”.  Mrs E Digweed.

 
THE PERSONAL TOUCH

At White Feather, you will only ever have one point of  
contact. Lucy will bring your loved one into her care;  
look after them at her Heathfield premises; guide you

through the arrangements and be your funeral 
director on the day. 

Providing a familiar face every step of the way.

T H E  B A R N ,  S T A T I O N  A P P R O A C H ,
H E A T H F I E L D ,  T N 2 1  8 L G .

S.B.G ComputersS.B.G Computers  of East Sussex  of East Sussex    

A FAMILY BUSINESS EST.1999  
SUPPORTING AND SERVICING  ALL YOUR PC NEEDS 

 Repairs            Servicing               Upgrades            Custom-built PC’s & laptops  

 Broadband set-up               Wi-Fi          Networking                Mac repair    

 iPad/iPod/iPhone repair         Virus removal/protection       Personal tuition 

 Data recovery/ back-up         No call-out fee          Free telephone advice 

www.sbg-computers.co.uk  

01435 863316 
01323 887997 

Call any time for a prompt friendly 
service 









If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk
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

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

  
Roy Iremonger. Presentation of life in Dallington during World War 2 

Sunday. August 31st 2025 St. Giles Church. Dallington. 
 

The sad and measured voice of Neville Chamberlain announced that “consequently this 
country is now at war with Germany” and this was immediately followed by the harsh wail 

of an air raid siren. This was the introduction to a talk on how life in Dallington went on 
during the Second World War which had been researched, prepared and mostly presented 

by Roy Iremonger. 
 

Roy’s interest in local history is well known to those who have had the pleasure of hearing 
him speak on the subject. His regard for the facts, interspersed with amusing anecdotes 
makes for interesting listening. His hobby of reading old local newspapers gave him the 
idea when he read that,  on the day that the Prime Minister was going to address the na-

tion, the then Rector took a wireless into the church so that the congregation could hear the 
statement.  

And there was the idea for Roy’s talk on how the war impacted on the lives of the           
inhabitants of Dallington . 

 
We learned that it was a self sufficient village with a number of shops, then, as now, a 

school and the church and the village hall for entertainment. There was no petrol to drive 
cars off out so the villagers relied on one another for company. 

 
Roy and Douglas Sewell took turns to cover every aspect of those years, the troops who 

came and went, battles in the air overhead and the casualties, evacuees and those villagers 
who had distinguished themselves. There were also a number of cameos read by others, 

the school, rationing, the diary of a villager, Maud Symonds, and the invaluable propagan-
da published by the office of Eddie Embleton.  “BE LIKE DAD, KEEP MUM, WALLS 
HAVE EARS and DIG FOR VICTORY “. Yes, all from a very self-effacing gentleman 

from our village. 
 

Then our bellringers swung into action and the audience heard the joyful peal of bells to 
celebrate our victory at El-Alamein and, at long last, VE Day. 

 
We were fortunate to have in the audience two people who had actually lived in Dallington 
throughout the war, Angela Keeley and Bill Gadd, and Bill in particular enjoyed prompt-
ing Roy if he felt that something of importance had been omitted. All of which added to 

the occasion. 
 

Jonathan  Austin and his skill with microphones and sound reproduction meant that the   
audience were able to enjoy all that was said. 

So our thanks to Jonathan and to Sue Collins for the recorded sounds, to the readers, Si-
mon Allen, John Day, Jane Messer, Judy Jeremy and Bobbie Steel. A grateful thank you to 

those  who made and served a splendid tea and to many more. Most of all thanks to Roy 
for his excellent presentation. We learned a lot about a number of things: a secret army 
hidden in tunnels in the forest, the fact that the air raid siren post which was based in 

Heathfield could produce a noise which could be heard for miles, and more than thirty  
million gas masks were produced at very short notice. Roy should take part on           

MASTERMIND. 
 

For a short while we were transported back to those dark days, how glad we were to walk 
out into the sunshine of today’s Dallington. 
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ATTWOOD
MOTOR SERVICES

CAR REPAIRS,
SERVICING FULL OR PART, 

TYRES,EXHAUSTS,BATTERIES,
MOT PREPARATION,

VEHICLE COLLECTION
FREE QUOTES,CHEAP LABOUR RATES

RING BILLY
07801563009/01323 833893

ATTWOOD FARM,
BODLE STREET GREEN
ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WORK SATURDAYS
billinghurst.b@yahoo.com

We are a small family run business based in East 
Sussex with 18 plus years of experience. We are 
passionate about providing a personal service 
where you are always in control.

For a free quotation and friendly advice please do 
not hesitate to contact us on the details below:

Mobile: 07912 215199 • Telephone: 01323 833979
Email: gildridgefencing@gmail.com • Website: www.gildridgefencing.com

ABOUT US
We offer a range of services corss Sussex and Kent 
including Agricultural adn Domestic Fencing, 
Decking, Gates, Digger 360 works (ground 
clearance, levelling adn ditching etc), Tree Felling, 
Tree reductions and Hard Landscaping.

We can also re-design your garden to bring your 
ideas to  reality with precision decking, pergolas, 
sheds, outhouses and more.

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk
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St John the Evangelist 
Bodle Street Green 
 

 

         
Saint Bartholomew 

 
August 24th is the Feast Day of St. Bartholomew, coinciding this year with a fourth Sunday 
and Morning Prayer at St. John’s. So at Morning Prayer we had to think about Bartholomew. 
Saint Bartholomew the Apostle, one of the Twelve, named after Philip in the Synoptic Gos-
pels – Matthew, Mark and Luke – and in Acts, but not named in the John’s Gospel. Instead 
John has Philip telling his friend Nathanael about Jesus of Nazareth. “Can anything good 
come from Nazareth?” Nathanael retorts. Nathanael then meets Jesus and believes. Most 
scholars and commonsense readers infer that Nathanael and Bartholomew are the same 
person. 
 
From Acts we know that, after the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Apostles were      
persecuted, but continued to preach. “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to 
house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news, that Jesus is Christ.” 
Bartholomew is not named again and from the Bible we hear nothing more of him. He does 
though have a long post-Bible life. 
 
Various Apocryphal writings are attributed to Bartholomew, but we won’t dwell on those. The 
Histories of Eusebius and Jerome both say that Bartholomew preached in India, but it is  
possible that their “India” was our Ethiopia or even Arabia. A strong tradition then has      
Bartholomew preaching with Thaddeus in Armenia, hence they are joint patron saints of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church. Bartholomew was martyred in Armenia, Greater Armenia that is. 
The two rival sites for his martyrdom are in south eastern Turkey and Azerbaijan, reflecting 
shifting borders and ethnic changes. Christians are now a minority in both countries. 
 
Bartholomew is said to have been martyred in a particularly gruesome way, by being flayed 
alive, which is why, by grim association, he is the patron saint of tanners, leatherworkers, 
bookbinders, farmers, butchers, and glove-makers, among others. In paintings and sculpture 
the saint holding a knife is Bartholomew. The knife is a flaying-knife for separating skin from 
muscle. In Michelangelo’s Last Judgement in the Sistine Chapel Bartholomew is depicted 
holding his own skin. His face is supposed to be Michelangelo’s own. 
 
During the Renaissance and after painterly interest began to move from grisly martyrdom to 
anatomy and the science of medicine. To show and illustrate the muscles of the human body 
the skin had to be removed. The association with the Saint was left aside, only to be reunited 
in a twenty-first century sculpture of St Bartholomew, gilded and shining bright, holding his 
own skin and his knife, in the Church of Saint Bartholomew the Great, outside St Barts   
Hospital in London. The Sculpture is called “Exquisite Pain” and is by Damien Hirst. 
 
                                                                                                              Continued on page 23 
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Clifford        Upholstery www.cliffordupholstery.co.uk

Professional upholsterer with over 25 years experience in modern & traditional 

upholstery methods. Based in Fairlight, East Sussex

r Reupholstery & recovering

r Cushion making
r Bespoke furniture
r Repairs & modifications

r Headboards & plywood curtain pelmets

r Upholstery tuition

Call 07943 008 739 / Email paul@cliffordupholstery.co.uk for a quote or to 
discuss your requirements.

	

	

	

	

Locally	Produced	Jacob	Lamb	
FOR	SALE	

	
Freezer	Packed	/	Labelled	-	Half	A	Lamb	
Small	Freezer	Pack	-	1	Joint	/	1	Pack	Diced	Lamb	/	1lb	
Lamb	Mince	
Pack	of	4	Lamb	Burgers	

Telephone	01435	830	621	
Mobile	07860	877	240	

Broomfield	Farm,	South	Lane,	Dallington	

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

If you would like
to advertise here,

please email us on 
contact@warbletonchurch.org.uk

 
 

 
 
 
                           

 

Hailsham Funeral Service 
11 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 2BE 

01323 440909 
 

A completely independent and privately owned and run family business, 
now in its second generation. 

Available to any area with a dignified service, day or night. 

                                                       
Partners:  John Morris and  Annie Callaway 

enquiries@hailshamfuneral.co.uk                                                                www.hailshamfuneral.co.uk 
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Continued from page 21 
Saint Bartholomew 

 
Saints have an after-life in relics. Relics of St Bartholomew were recorded in Lipari, an island off 
Sicily. From there they were translated to Benevento in 838, and portions on to Rome in 983, to 
the Chiesa San Bartolomeo del’ Isola, once the site of a temple to Asclepius the Roman god of 
medicine and healing. A skull went to Frankfurt, and an arm to Canterbury. The latter certainly lost 
at the Reformation. 
 
Relics were valuable, and the arm was an expensive and splendid gift to Canterbury from Queen 
Emma, wife of King Cnut or Canute, formerly wife of King Aethelred, and a princess of Normandy. 
Hers was the blood-line which allowed Richard of Normandy to claim the English throne  She died 
at Winchester and her bones were preserved, along with those of other notable Anglo-Saxon kings 
and queens, in mortuary chests placed high above the choir. Not high enough to save them from 
Puritan fanatics in the Civil War who emptied the chests and strewed the contents over the        
Cathedral floor. The bones were collected up later, as best they could be, but hopelessly jumbled. 
 
There has been an ongoing project at Winchester to un-jumble the bones  using DNA and science, 
and to place them back in the correct mortuary chests in the correct order. A  recent  article in the 
papers said that the detailed report should be published next year.  
 
Bartholomew has another connection with Anglo-Saxon England and with a very English saint, 
Saint Guthlac. Guthlac was a fighter, almost an outlaw, but changed his bad ways, gave away his 
wealth, and joined a monastery at Repton. Then he went further, he left the monastery to become 
a hermit, choosing an island in the Lincolnshire fens at Crowland. For his cell he used the burial 
chamber of a prehistoric barrow, entering it on St Bartholomew’s Day 699. No wonder   perhaps 
that he was assailed by demons. These devils are described in the Life of Saint Guthlac, as       
follows: “they are ferocious in appearance, terrible in shape with great heads, long necks, thin   
faces, yellow complexions, filthy beards, shaggy ears, wild foreheads, fierce eyes, foul mouths, 
horrid teeth, throats vomiting flames ..” and worst of all they were gibbering and shrieking in      
British (or Welsh), the language of a defeated people, not in Old English. “For they grew so terrible 
to hear with their mighty shrieking that they filled almost the whole space between earth and   
heaven with their discordant bellowings.”    
 
How would Guthlac survive? In a vision St Bartholomew handed him a scourge, and with it Guthlac 
was able to bat away the devils and demons and regain spiritual mastery. Felix describes the    
vision in his “Life of St Guthlac” and it is illustrated in a manuscript of 1210 known as the Guthlac 
Roll. 
 
We have travelled far in time and space with St Bartholomew. Lets return to the Bible                
Bartholomew. Apostle. No more need be said.  
             Charles Harding 

The Annual Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal starts last weekend in October to 
November 11th or 12th, but confusingly the Remembrance Sunday Services are on 
the  Sunday 9th of November.! 
 
Paul Funnell and team will be delivering Poppy trays and Boxes ready for the start of the Appeal 
to all those who kindly had them last year. 
It has been 80 years since VE day and VJ day and we owe a great deal to those who gave their 
lives in all parts of the world for liberty from tyranny and terror. in some place it seems to have 
been in vain but we must not forget and I hope people can find something to put in the collections 
to support those who suffered from terrible wounds and memories and those who help them who, 
with RBL's support provided by generous givers, in these straitened times 
  
Contact details for Paul will be on the Poppy trays and tins 
             Margaret Harding 
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Message from Nusrat Ghani, MP for Sussex Weald 
 
We are extremely lucky that Sussex Weald continues to be a safe place to live with consistently low levels 
of crime. However, I am aware that incidents of rural crime, shoplifting and anti-social behaviour do occur 
and remain an area of concern, especially over the autumn and winter months with shorter days and longer 
periods of darkness. 
 
I have been working with local residents and community groups for years and continue collaborating  
closely with the Wealden Neighbourhood Policing Team and Rural Crime Team to ensure that our       
communities continue to feel safe. Over the past year, I have been keeping the pressure up to ensure that 
we have the appropriate resources to tackle and prevent rural crime, and that Sussex Police have a more 
visible presence locally. 
 
This year, I have also welcomed the Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner for several meetings in the 
constituency including in Hailsham, and I was pleased to host a drop-in surgery with her at the           
Crowborough Police Station in April. Local residents also had the opportunity to raise their concerns with 
me at a virtual Q&A session, which brought together locals from all corners of the constituency and      
provided an opportunity to discuss what matters to their communities. 
 
From my inbox and many previous campaigns, I know that rural crime such as the theft of machinery and 
equipment for the purpose of international resale is of particular concern in the north of the constituency 
near the Kent border. I continue supporting our communities in Withyham and Blackham and I joined a 
public meeting held this spring to help put the case forward for a more robust cross-border multi-agency 
response, after similar operations led to positive results and multiple arrests previously. 
 
Thanks to the fantastic turnout at the recent Farmers’ Forum near Mayfield, I am also pleased that we    
secured further support from Sussex Police on marking farming equipment and better coordination of   
forces to tackle cross-county crime. I am grateful for all the ongoing work that our police officers are doing 
to improve response times, increase visibility and secure arrests and convictions, and I will continue work-
ing with them as well as the Police and Crime Commissioner on securing additional resources for Sussex 
Weald. 

Piano Recital  at The Old Rectory Barn, Dallington  
in aid of the Friends of St Giles 

 
Sunday 2nd November 2025 at 3.30pm  

 
 

 
 
 
Jane Camilloni will play:  
     
Chopin:  24 Preludes op 28, 
Debussy:  Estampes, 
Ravel:  Sonatine 
 
Refreshments will be provided 
 
Amazing value at £10.00 per person 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information please contact : charlotte Maclean <cemac@me.com>   
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SOCIAL CLUBS, SOCIETIES ETC. 
Archaeological Society Local Rep TBA   

Amateur Dramatic Society (The Village Players, Rushlake Green) 
 Chairman:    Clyde Young  01435 830059 

 Membership Sec  Jane Uren  01435 863640 

Book Club, Dallington   Trish Wilson  01435 830389 

Bodle Street Green 
Short Mat Bowls Club                                 Brian Wootton-Whitling 01323 833560 

Christian Aid: Hon Sec   Brian Dodd  01825 890318 

Coffee & Company, Rushlake Green Kay Nicholls  01435 830353 

Dallington Art Club   Pauline Ridley  07702 104392 

Dallington Village Hall: Bookings  Pauline Ridley               07702 104392 

Dunn Village Hall: Hon Sec  Mrs Denise Bailey 01435 831565 

      Bookings  Mrs Denise Bailey 01435 831565 

Gardening Club (BSG): Hon Sec  Mrs M Williamson 01323 832509 
History Group Warbleton Hon Sec Jonathan Austin  01435 830722  

joncaustin@btinternet.com  
Housing Assoc. Warbleton Chairman Clyde Young  01435 830059 

Parish Council Clerk, Warbleton  Jackie Cottrell  07522 900169 
        warbletonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Little Punnetts Town Pre-School  Toni Wheatley  01435 831515 

The Rest, Three Cups   Roy & Barbara Lovett 01435 882241 
Tiddlers and Toddlers   Julie Cattel-Killick 01435 830260 

Village Hall, Bodle Street: Hon Sec Mrs M Williamson 01323 832509 
   Bookings Ros Billingshurst 01323 832062 

Villages Luncheon Club   Mrs P Gentry  01323 833201 
Warbleton Brass Band Musical Director Mrs Sian Buss  01273 493469 

        secretary@warbletonbrassband.co.uk 
Warbleton Hort. & P’ltry Soc Chairman Monica Adams-Acton     07762 784816                         

                                                         wdhps.chair@gmail.com:                                                                                                        

Wealden Talking News      01435 864868 
 

Ad Index – WArbleton, dAllIngton And bodle Street (AS At June 2025)

 

HERSTMONCEUX FLOORING 
• SHOWROOM NOW OPEN…… Gardner Street, Herstmonceux 
• More than 35 years experience in the flooring trade 
• Carpets, Vinyls, LVT and Laminates supplied and fitted 
• Free quotation and home selection service 

                                Call Vince on  07849 707833 or 01323 655673 
                   www.herstmonceuxflooring.co.uk 
  

Section Company Name Page

Accommodation

Beestons Farm Holiday 
Cottages 8

Warbleton Housing 
Association Ltd (Osborne 
House)

4

Amateur Dramatics Village Players 8
Appliance Repair A – Z Repairs 4

Automotive Services

Attwood Motor Services 20
Express Car Parts & 
Accessories (ECPA) Ltd 8

RLG Tyres Back

Windmill Hill Garage 8
Brass Band Warbleton Brass Band Back

Building, Carpentry, 
Decorating

Angears Builders Back

Herstmonceux Flooring 26
Paul Farrant 6
Post and Hobden 12
ST Carpentry and Building 
Services 6

Computing Services
Computers Fixed with a Smile 22
SBG Computers 18

Education Punnetts Town Community 
Primary School 8

Electrician Freeman’s Electricals 22

Estate Agency
Batcheller  Monkhouse 16
Oakfield 4

Events Venue Henners Vineyard 6
Executive Travel & Taxi 
Hire Brightling Executive Cars 6

Food & Drink
Henners Vineyard 6
The White Horse Inn 12

Funeral Services

C Waterhouse and Sons Back

Hailsham Funeral Service 22
Heathfeld Funeral Service 20
White Feather Funerals 18

Garden & Tree Services
A J King 10
Cat & Mouse Landscapes 12
Cedar & Cypress Tree Services 8

Section Company Name Page

Gildridge Fencing 20

Hollywood Tree Surgery 10

Michael Salvage 8

Richard Webb Tree Surgeon 
Ltd 22

Suttons Groundcare Ltd 6

Groundworks and Plant 
Hire RJG Services Ltd 4

Hall for Hire

Bodle Street Green Village 
Hall 10

Dallington Village Hall Back

Dunn Village Hall 4

Health & Beauty Studio LotteBerk Back

Home Care Provider APC Care Eastbourne & 
Wealden 16

Pest Control Go Pest Back

Plumbing and Heating
Graham Long 22

Roys Plumbing Services Back

Removals
Andy Vater Back

Get A Move On 8

Retail

Petals 18

Seasoned Hardwood Logs 
(Luke) 4

Shutecombe Flock (Jacob 
Lamb) 22

The Stores Rushlake Green 4

Roofing J Whiteman Roofing 10

TV Aerial & Satellite H D I Aerials 10

Upholsterer & 
Furnishers

Clifford Upholstery 22

Thorndale Furnishers 20

Waste Removal
P J Cole Southern Ltd 6

Phoenix Liquid Waste Ltd 18

Wheelwright Douglas Andrews 6

Will Writing and 
Probate

Barry & Co Solicitors 10

Westminster Law 6
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ANDY VATER TRANSPORT
SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES

OF AGGREGATES
TRADE AND PUBLIC

ENQUIRIES WELCOME

ANDY VATER REMOVALS
REMOVALS, HAULAGE

STORAGE & SELF STORAGE

01435 863774
07885 852769

 • Extensions 
 • Patios
	 • Loft Conversions
 • Roofing
	 • Brickwork
 • Exterior Decorating
  Using Fast, Efficient
  Airless Spray System
 • All Associated
  Works i.e. Plumbing
  Heating, Plastering
  Bathrooms, Kitchens, Etc.

01323 833684
Mobile 07860 492843

ANGEARS
YOUR LOCAL BUILDERS

FULL PUBLIC
LIABILITY INSURANCE

EXPERIENCED
SKILLED TRADESMEN

All makes of Tyres,All makes of Tyres,
Batteries andBatteries and

4x4 Tyre Specialist4x4 Tyre Specialist
Durrants Farm, Rushlake Green,

Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 9QB
Workshop: 01435 830664

Mobile: 07710 372672

www.rlgtyres.co.uk
Suppliers of leading makes of tyres for –

Cars / ATV / Garden Machinery
& Tractor tyres & tubes

Presented by
Chris Wells

Fancy joining the band?
New to playing, rusty or expert...
Come and see us on Friday evenings 
7:00pm for training band
7:45pm for the main band 
The Dunn Village Hall in Rushlake Green.

Need a band for an event?
For more information telephone 01273 493469

www.warbletonbrassband.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dallington Village Hall 
Available For Hire 

Daytime / Evenings 
Details at  

www.dallington.org.uk/village-hall/ 
Email: dallingtonoldschool@gmail.com 

Call or text: 07702 104 392 
 

micesquirrels
fleaspigeons

gulls
clothes/carpet moths

Bird Proofing

07852 427201 
01273 476000 

info@gopest.co.uk

• Over 25 years experience 
• Fully insured 
• Unmarked vehicles
• Domestic & commercial
• Property Care Association trained technician

wasps rats

GRAHAM LONG
Master Molecatcher

Member of the British Traditional Molecatchers Register

Fully Insured

Domestic and Agricultural

07795 226296 – Daytime
01435 865370 – Evening


